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I almost bought myself a W140 this month, having enjoyed 
my time spent with one writing the twin test in this issue. 
Lexus evidently had Mercedes in its sights with the LS400 
– and Mercedes definitely upped the game with the S-class 

of the 1990s. Not only was it bigger than the previous model, but 
quieter, more comfortable and more imposing. As much as the 
W220 was a step forward, it lost some of the previous car’s heft 
and was thus far less imposing than what to many is the greatest 
S-class of all time. 

And, as images in this issue suggest, it made for an excellent if costly 
taxi. If you enjoyed Sam Mace’s account of Mercedes’ first 60 years in 
the private hire business, turn to page 18 – covering everything from 
the legendary Fintail through to the W210 E-class, he brings the story 
almost up to date with the second half of his account. 

As ever – if you have any feedback for us, or if 
you’d like to see your car featured in these pages, 
please write to us at the contact address on page 
15. We’re keen to get you and your cars involved.

Sam Skelton Editor

Email sam.skelton@kelseymedia.co.uk
Facebook facebook.com/mercedesdrivermag
Twitter @matterofapinion

Mercedes
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CLASSIC CAR
I N S U R A N C E

Compare quotes from our
specialist insurance brands

Simply match the policy that's right
for you and your classic car.

Call us or visit our website and
start saving today.

• Our service is completely free

• All brands are FCA approved

• Quick and easy online quote

• A wide range of policies and benefits

• Flexible payment options

• Buy online 24/7 service

01708 897 343
www.itsclassiccarinsurance.co.uk



A C H I E V I N G P E R F E C T I O N

At Hilton & Moss, our team has unrivalled knowledge in the restoration and preservation of Mercedes-Benz classics. Our complete
range of services includes partial and full restorations, repairs, maintenance, preparation for concours and classic touring.
Hilton & Moss boast one of the largest and best equipped modern and classic car paint shops in the UK, with over 30,000 square feet
dedicated to body repairs and restoration As part of the Hilton Group, the largest Mercedes-Benz registered and approved facility in
the UK, and in partnership with Glasurit, who have been a paint provider to Mercedes-Benz for over 50 years, we are able to provide
concours quality restorations with a factory finish using original techniques.

Current stock for saleOur work

1965 RHD Mercedes 230SL Auto £109,500

Papryus White with blue interior. Recent work includes an engine & gearbox
rebuild, full engine bay detail, new front & rear shocks, brake overhaul,
repairs to the inner wings, rust proofing of the underbody, a respray,
re-chroming, new hood & interior re-trim. Previous invoices total over £60k.

Using often forgotten, traditional techniques such as
lead loading allows us to complete our restorations to

the most original and exacting standards possible.

1996 Mercedes-Benz SL500 £29,750

Green Black with Designo Two Tone mushroom interior. 29k miles, ex-demo
with just two former keepers. Exceptional spec – this car had everything you
could desire ticked as an option when new including a panoramic glass roof.
A stunning example that wants for nothing and this is reflected in its condition.

Demand for good quality classic Mercedes-Benz SL’s remain high. We are always looking to purchase
more low mileage vehicles to replenish our stock.

Sales: M11 Business Link, Forest Hall Road,

Stansted, Essex CM24 8GF

Aftersales: Raynham Road,Bishop’s Stortford,
Herts CM23 5PJ

5 minutes from M11 junction 8

45 minutes from London Liverpool Street

5 minutes from Stansted Airport

Follow us on

Tel: +44 (0) 1279 813907 www.hiltonandmoss.com
Classic Mercedes-Benz Service | Sales | Restoration
Email our Restoration Specialist GavinThorn at gavinthorn@hiltonandmoss.com

Cup Winners 2017
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NEWS

A
n open-top version of the 
iconic 300SL is expected 
to be one of the stars of 
Silverstone Auctions’ 

summer sale when it goes under the 
hammer next month.

The 1958 Mercedes 300SL 
Roadster will be sold during the 
Silverstone Classic – the world’s 
biggest classic motor racing festival 
- which takes place on the 21st and 
22nd July.

One of only 1,858 Roadsters ever 
built, this 300SL underwent a full 
restoration when it arrived in the UK 
in 1999. 

The restoration was completed by 
Ron Waghorn, a Mercedes-Benz UK 
engineer and one of only two invited 
to Germany to be factory-trained on 
the 300SL from launch. It is being 
sold with an estimate of between 
£700,000 and £800,000.

“The 300SL Roadster is a timeless 
classic, as beautiful now as it was 
60 years ago,” said Nick Whale, 
managing director of Silverstone 
Auctions. “It has stood the test 
of time as one of the earliest and 
greatest race bred road cars. Its 
complex mix of engineering and 
beauty make it one of the most 
respected road going classics ever 
made so it is fitting that we have the 
pleasure to offer it at the Silverstone 
Classic in July.”

The car was supplied new to the 
USA in 1958 and remained there 
until it was imported and sold to 
the current owner, a distinguished 
member of the British Racing 
Drivers Club, by Brian Classic. 

On arrival in the UK in 1999, 
the 300SL was given a thorough 
restoration, with the engine and 
gearbox entrusted to Ron Waghorn, 
and ex-McLaren engineer Kerry 
Adams in charge of the metal 
fabrication for the body and 

Rare SL Roadster headlines Silverstone Auction

frame. Meanwhile the interior 
was accurately retrimmed in red 
leather by Morris McDonald. The 
restoration was completed in 2001 
and an extensive photographic 
record of the process is included in 
the vehicle history file.

Since the restoration was 
completed, the car has covered a 
total of 9,000 miles across multiple 
countries, including Scotland, 

France, Italy, Jordan and Monaco, 
bringing the total mileage to just 
over 89,000. Throughout this time, 
the car was maintained by Ron 
Waghorn until his retirement in 
2007, with maintenance then being 
given to Tommy Johnston, the only 
other man invited to Germany to 
train on the 300SL at launch, until 
his retirement in 2011. 

The car is now maintained by Neil 
Corns of Omega Motorsport who 
ensured the injection fuel pump was 
rebuilt last year at HK Engineering 
in Germany as part of its annual 
maintenance programme, at a cost of 
€13,800.

The car is finished in its original 
colour scheme of Cream with red 
leather and comes complete as 
a matching numbers car with its 
original engine, gearbox and rear 
axle. 
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O
wners of older 
Mercedes-Benz models 
up to 16 years of age 
can now access a range 

of digital services thanks to an app 
developed by the manufacturer to 
integrate older cars with its current 
‘Mercedes me’ software platform.

The Mercedes me adapter can 
be fitted to selected models dating 
as far back as 2002, including the 
W169 A-Class and W211 E-Class 
and is simple to install via the car’s 

OBD port. For a limited time, both 
the adapter – and the cost of fitting 
it – are completely free.

Once the adapter has been fitted, 
vehicle information can be accessed 
through the Mercedes me Adapter 
app on a smartphone, or by logging 
onto the Mercedes me portal on a 
computer. 

Information includes fuel level 
and range, mileage, battery voltage, 
parking time, and when the next 
service is due. The app will also 

Mercedes brings older models  
into the digital age

NEWS

A one-off track-ready BRABUS-prepped 
Mercedes-Benz 190E is up for sale in Surrey, 
priced at a heady £131,995.

While that may sound a lot for a 190E, the 
3.6S Lightweight is something very special 
indeed.

It’s based on a BRABUS concept developed 
in the 1980s, which never saw production.

In 1988, the tuning firm showed its 
prototype Brabus 190E 3.6S, which had no air 
conditioning, rear seats or soundproofing, and 
a straight six engine bored out to 3.6-litres.

It was a bold move, but a step too far 
for even BRABUS customers, with no 

retail customers interested in the hardcore 
lightweight option. As a result, the concept 
was converted into the first BRABUS 190E 
3.6-24, with the seats and air con reinstalled.

Fast forward 20 years and Sven Gramm, 
PR Director for BRABUS, commissioned the 

company to produce another one, staying 
true to the concept as a two-seater with no air 
conditioning. This was to be his personal car, as 
he recalled the original.

The build used a donor 190E 2.6E and took 
10 months to build, with Gramm seeking out 
old blueprints and parts to create a car that 
was as true to the original as possible.

The fully road legal Lightweight has been 
part of Gramm’s private collection since its 
completion in 2008 and is now for sale at 
Guildford-based Fast Classics - http://www.
fast-classics.com/cars/brabus-190e-3-6s-
lightweight-for-sale/

Mercedes Lightweight Brabus 190E

automatically save the car’s parking 
position, making it easier to find 
later.

The adapter saves previous trip 
information, providing the distance 
travelled and the route taken. 
Customers can book their next 
service via the app, while having 
access to relevant accident and 
breakdown numbers. 

Sally Jones, Customer Services 
Director, Mercedes-Benz Cars UK, 
commented: “The Mercedes-Benz 
me Adapter gives more of our 
customers than ever before the 
opportunity to benefit from our 
Mercedes me service. The service 
connects our customers with their 
car, allowing them access to their 
most important vehicle information 
at the press of a button.”

The adapter takes five minutes 
to fit and can be activated once the 
customer has created a Mercedes 
me account and the car has 
been linked to the account by a 
Mercedes-Benz Retailer.

To find out if your car is eligible, 
please visit: https://www.mercedes-
benz.co.uk/passengercars/being-
an-owner/mercedes-me-adapter.
html
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T
his year sees an unusual 
anniversary for Mercedes-
Benz, as it marks 60 years 
since the company took over 

a company that is today one of its 
closest rivals.

In 1958, Daimler-Benz became the 
majority shareholder of Auto Union, 
whose famous four-rings badge now 
adorns the bonnet of every Audi. 

It’s an alliance that would be seen 
as bizarre today, but after the Second 
World War, making a new start under 
completely different circumstances 
was not easy for either company. 

Daimler-Benz continued to be based 
in Stuttgart. Auto Union relocated 
its headquarters from Chemnitz 

How 
Mercedes 
was an 
architect 
in Audi’s 
success

NEWS

Above: We 
covered the 
story of the 
W118/9 
prototypes in 
the June 2018 
issue

to Ingolstadt. When the conditions 
normalised towards the end of the 
1950s, major shareholder Friedrich 
Flick proposed an idea - as the two 
model ranges complemented each 
other, Daimler-Benz should acquire a 
majority shareholding in Auto Union.

The arrangement would be a 
short-lived one, with Daimler-Benz 
selling Auto Union to current owner 
Volkswagen in 1964, but it led to two 
significant developments.

For Daimler-Benz, it was the 
acquisition of a factory just outside 
Dusseldorf, which the company 
retains to this day and has become the 
global lead production plant for the 
Sprinter van, the very latest version of 
which has just gone into production.

Specialist Mercedes-Benz tuning firm 
BRABUS has created what it believes to 
be the most hardcore development of the 
iconic G-Class yet. 

The GL Adventure 4x4² feature exclusive 
slate grey paint and is powered by a 
twin-turbo 4.0-litre V8, with 542bhp and 
800Nm of torque. It’s on-road performance 
is sensational, with 0-60mph in 6.4 seconds, 
though the top speed is electronically 
limited to 130mph thanks to the knobbly 
tyres. Power is delivered to all four wheels 
via a seven-speed automatic transmission.

Off-road adornments include twin 
snorkels, a bonnet scoop, a heavy duty spare 
wheel carrier, headlamp protectors and 

mesh fog lamp grilles to protect vulnerable 
areas when off-roading, while other bold 
features include a full-width LED light strip 
across the roof and rear spotlights, along 
with a heavy-duty full-length roof rack.

The GL Adventure 4x4² also comes with 
an integrated winch, while interior features 
include drilled pedals and red stitched 
detailing in the seat and dashboard leather, 
along with a large touchscreen central 
display.

The only downside is the price – a cool 
540,215 Euros, or around £472,000 at the 
current exchange rate…

BRABUS creates ultimate hardcore G-Class

More intriguing, though, is the 
Mercedes influence of the Audi 
product range – much of the 
development of the Audi 100 C1, 
which made its debut in 1968, was 
carried out under the leadership 
of Mercedes lead engineer Ludwig 
Kraus, along with Audi’s 1.8-litre 
petrol engine. Indeed, photos exist 
of a medium-sized Mercedes-Benz 
prototype that looked very similar to 
the Audi 100, should the technology 
have been developed for the 
Stuttgart-based brand instead.

Ultimately, then, Mercedes was an 
architect in Audi’s success – one of the 
biggest ironies in motoring history, and 
a little known alliance that celebrates 
its diamond anniversary this summer. 
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O
ne of the UK’s most 
respected classic 
Mercedes specialists has 
received a multi-million 

pound investment from a private 
equity firm, which will allow it to 
promote its restoration services in 
even more global markets.

Cardiff-based Hemmels specialises 
in the restoration of classic post war 
Mercedes-Benz sports cars for clients 
around the world, with some selling 
for more than £1m. The company sells 
classic Mercedes-Benz sports cars 
rebuilt as new from a carefully sourced 
stock of base vehicles. 

Its SL sports cars carry a full 
warranty and are commissioned by 
customers across four continents 
and are hand-crafted to their exact 
requirements so that each car is unique.

The business has secured a multi-
million pound investment from Mobeus 
Private Equity, which in return has 
taken an undisclosed minority equity 
stake in the business.With Mobeus 
capital, Hemmelssays it will scale 
up its engineering and research and 
development capability, as well as its 
global marketing activities.

Its workforce, currently 50, is also 

Restoration specialist gets global 
investment boost

expected to grow, both at its base in 
Cardiff and at a new Hemmels US 
service and sales centre that will open 
in Los Angeles later this year.

The business opened its doors in 
2016, when chief executive Jon Curley 
teamed up with technical director 
Joseph Sullivan and two other partners 
to take Mr Sullivan’s existing garage 
and restoration business to a new level.

Curley is an experienced 
entrepreneur with a successful track 
record in software and biotech. 
Sullivan is an engineer who trained in 
the aerospace industry.

Curley said: “We were presented 
with many offers from private equity 
and venture capital houses, however, 
the Mobeus team’s enthusiasm for the 
company and track record of success 
made them our clear preference.

“We’re excited to be accelerating 
our growth plans with an accomplished 
partner who genuinely shares our 
vision and commitment to build a global 
brand.”

The Mercedes-Benz world museum 
at Brooklands motor racing circuit 
in Weybridge, Surrey, will feature a 
Hemmels restoration in its atrium this 
summer.

NEWS

In Brief 
Subscription services 
allows you to drive as 
many Mercedes models 
as you like
A new subscription 
service has been launched 
by Mercedes-Benz USA, 
which proposes to change 
the face of new car 
buying.

Instead of choosing 
one particular model, 
subscribers can pay 
between $1,095 and 
$2,995 per month and 
drive as many new 
Mercedes models as they 
like – if the sun comes out, 
they can pick an E-Class 
convertible, or if they need 
to venture off-road, they 
can pick up a G-Class.  

The new ‘Signature’ 
service is being trialled 
in two US states 
– Philadelphia and 
Tennessee – with a view 
to launching globally if it 
proves popular.

New EV factory to 
open in France
Daimler is investing 
500 million Euros into a 
new production facility 
in Hambach, France, 
to start building a new 
compact electric model 
for Mercedes-Benz.

The new factory will 
build a production model 
of the EQA EV concept 
previewed at last year’s 
Frankfurt Motor Show, 
where it will be built 
alongside the electric 
Smart ForTwo. 



T & D HEANEY
Motor Company

T & D HEANEY MOTOR COMPANY
Swatragh, Maghera, Co Derry, Northern Ireland. Tel: 02879 401 660 (Day) Mobile: 07720 899672

e-mail: info@mercedesrestoration.com internet: www.mercedesrestoration.com

Having built countless show winning W113 SL’s over the last decade (including Mercedes Benz National Day winners)
Heaney Motor Company are firmly established as the leading W113 SL restorer in the UK.

A Family-Run Company Specialising in the Restoration of Classic Mercedes-Benz Vehicles.

WE DO TOP-QUALITY WORK AT NORTHERN IRELAND LABOUR RATES
All cars collected and delivered anywhere in Ireland & Mainland U.K.

WE OFFER

■ Computer Engine Tuning ■ Engine Rebuilds ETC ■ Low-Bake Oven Facility ■ Trim Department

References from Mainland Customers as to Quality of work available on request.



www.john-haynes.com
Tel: 01903 500 000

Specialists in the buying and selling of Classic and Youngtimer Mercedes-Benz vehicles

MERCEDES 190SL 1959
34,201 miles Finished in Fire Red
with Black Leather.
With much expenditure in recent
years all catalogued in its history
file this vehicle now presents
exceptionally well both mechanically
and cosmetically.
A sought after UK right hand drive
example in wonderful condition.

£154,995

MERCEDES 280SE 3.5 CPE
1970
Finished in Midnight Blue with Blue
Leather.
A L/H/D example with wonderful
history, low ownership and rare
airconditioning.
Nice originality and very desirable
in condition throughout.

£89,995

MERCEDES 300SL 1989
62,669 miles
Finished in Smoke Silver with
Mushroom Check Cloth.
With only 3 former keepers and
FSH history this vehicle has been
fastidiously cared for all its life.
Known to us since 2005 and
previously sold by us in 2008 this
300SL is in exceptional condition.

£39,995

MERCEDES 190E 1.8 1992
Finished in Pearl Grey Metallic with
Blue Cloth. This rather special 190E
1.8 has been detailed by ourselves
to a Concours condition throughout.
With low ownership and only
23,808 miles from new this vehicle
is a former Concours event winner
and must be considered the best
190E available in the UK today

£11,495

Mercedes C43 AMG 1998
83,303 miles
Finished in Aquamarine Blue Metallic
with duo tone Anthracite and Silver
Leather. Full and comprehensive
service history. Totally sorted both
mechanically and cosmetically and
maintained by ourselves for many
years. Increasingly popular but hard
to find in this condition.

£14,995

MERCEDES 300SL 1989
62,024 miles
Finished in Artic White with Blue Tex
Oneof the lastmanufacturedexamples
of the increasingly popular R107.
Superb condition throughout.

£39,995

MERCEDES SL500 1999
22,343 miles
Finished in Magma Red with Cream
Leather.
This R129 is exceptionally well
specified and comes with a FSH and
every MoT from new.
A low mileage example in faultless
condition throughout.

£29,995

Mercedes CL55 AMG 2003
39,375 miles.
Finished in brilliant Silver Metallic
with Anthracite Leather. A very
rare vehile with extremely high
specification. Full service history
along with every MoT, the condition
is virtually as new. The finest of its
klind avaliable ready to enjoy and
undoubtedly a great investment.

£24,995

MERCEDES CL500 2004
33,033 miles Finished in Obsidian
Black with Pebble Leather. A very
well presented example which low
mileage and great Main Dealer and
John Haynes history. Cared for by our
Service Department for many years.
Luxury and comfort assured.

£9,995
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The future sounds bleak...
I love Mercedes; my A209 CLK350 
cabriolet is a great pleasure to 
drive, especially on warm summer 
days. Top down, listening to the 
magnificent petrol-powered V6 in 
Sport setting takes some beating. 

I have no doubt oil-burning 
diesels are more economic, and 
that electrification is the future, 
but I am making the most of the 
twilight of a golden age, when 
driving can still be fun. 

In George Orwell’s “1984”, the 
telescreen cannot be turned off. It 
may surprise some of your readers 
to learn that COMAND can. 

Go where your heart takes 
you before GPS conveys us all, 
joylessly, from A to B. 

You and your Mercedes can be 
winners if you regard your car as a 

thoroughbred to be cosseted and 
not a mere workhorse. 
Christopher Floyd, Wiltshire

The Price Is Right
Hi, loved the new magazine. 
Great read. Well done. Enjoyed 
the ‘Buying Your First Mercedes’ 
article. I’ve been in touch with my 
classic car insurance company to get 
an agreed value set accordingly. Can 
I ask how you valued the models? 
Julian Carter, by email

Ed – Thank you for your letter Julian. 
We take our values from a combination 
of cars sold at auction, cars advertised 
for sale online and in our classifieds. 
While we know this isn’t perfect, it is as 
close to a fair and representative cross-
section as we can get.

Smart planning
I’d like to thank you for the 
feature on Smarts you ran a 
couple of issues ago. There are a 
lot of Mercedes enthusiasts who 
dismiss these small cars, and it’s 
nice to see that one magazine 
still embraces them as examples 
of the Mercedes family even 
if they don’t wear the three 
pointed star. I’ve had a Roadster 
for over ten years, and my wife 
has run Forfours and Fortwos 
during that time as well. We’ve 
just replaced our last Forfour 
with a four year old A-class – 
which we felt was a logical step 
up. What a pity Smart never 
made the bigger ForMore 
concept car!
James Thorpe, Coventry

Above: 
Christopher 
Floyd loves his 
CLK350

Write to us at Letters, Mercedes Driver, 
Cudham Tithe Barn, Berry's Hill, Cudham, 

Kent TN16 3AG, or email md.ed@kelsey.co.ukLetters



CHARLES IRONSIDE
SPECIALISTS IN MERCEDES-BENZ CARS

Alton, Hampshire, UK (40 mins from J10 M25)

WANTEDAND FOR SALE
124-series E-Class E220/320/36 Coupes, Cabriolets and Estates, 107-series 300/420/500 SLs, 126-series 420/500/560 SECs (Coupes)

Highest prices paid for excellent low mileage examples.
e: sales@charlesironside.co.uk w: www.charlesironside.co.uk t: +44 (0)1420 520635 m: +44 (0)7950 379560

SL 500, 2003/03, 5-speed auto/tiptronic, 29,000 miles, fmbsh,
brilliant silver metallic, red leather, electric roof, climate, cruise,
electric steering column, electric heated & ventilated memory
seats with lumbar support both sides, ESP, Comand with single
CD/radio/SatNav/mobile hands free etc etc. A really top example
.........................................................................................£14,950.

190E 1.8 litre LE, 1993K, 3 owners, 4 speed auto, 53,000 miles,
fmbsh, brilliant silver, black check cloth, electric sunroof, driver’s
airbag. Blaupunkt radio/cassette. Large history file with original LE
certificate. .........................................................................£7,950.

500 SL, 1985B, 4-speed auto, 51,000 miles, fmbsh, astral silver,
grey sports check cloth, black soft top, factory fitted hard top,
factory aircon, cruise, rear seats, headlamp wash/wipe, Blaupunkt
radio/cassette. The best you will drive. .............................£29,950.

500 SEC, 1988E, 4-speed auto, 60,000 miles, fmbsh, smoke
silver metallic, navy leather, factory climate control, cruise, electric
steering column, electric sunroof, electric seats with driver’s
memory, headlamp wash/wipe. A very proper example. ...£17,950.

500 SL, 1986D, 4-speed auto, 59,000 miles, fmbsh, pajett red metallic,
mushroom leather, original black soft top, factory fitted hard top, factory
aircon, cruise, heated orthopaedic seats, rear seats, otg, headlamp wash/
wipe, Blaupunkt radio/cassette. Just serviced and ready to go. .....£49,950.

500 SL, 1980W, 4-speed auto, 10,000 miles, fmbsh, light ivory,
dark brown leather, dark brown soft top, factory fitted hard top,
factory aircon, cruise, rear seats, headlamp wash/wipe. A very rare
find. .................................................................................£59,950.

300 SL, 1989G, 3 owners, 4-speed auto, 109,000 miles, fmbsh,
astral silver, navy sports check cloth, navy soft top, factory fitted
hard top, cruise, rear seats, Blaupunkt radio/cassette, headlamp
wash/wipe, illuminated vanity mirrors. A fine example. .....£29,950.

500 SE, 1991J, 4-speed auto, 67,000 miles, fmbsh, astral silver metallic,
navy leather, aircon, cruise, electric sunroof, electric steering column, electric
heated memory seats, otg, headlamp wash/wipe, illuminated vanity mirrors,
Blaupunkt radio/cassette. One of the best examples for sale..............£14,950.

E55 AMG ( 210-series ), 2000X, 5-speed auto/tiptronic, 73,000 miles, fmbsh, brilliant
silver metallic, dual tone leather black & ivory leather, climate control, cruise, electric
steering column, electric heated orthopaedic memory seats, Comand radio/single CD/
SatNav/CD Changer/hands free telephone etc etc. A fabulous machine. ...........£12,950.

300 SL, 1988E, 4-speed auto, 4 owners, 80,000 miles, fmbsh,
diamond blue metallic, navy cloth, dark blue soft top, hard top, factory
aircon, cruise, rear seats, driver’s airbag, wind deflector, illuminated
vanity mirrors, Blaupunkt radio/cassette. A stunning example. .£34,950.

300 SL, 1990G, 3 owners, 4 speed auto, 87,000 miles, fmbsh,
astral silver, grey leather, black soft top, factory fitted hard top,
heated seats, cruise control, illuminated vanity mirrors, otg,
Blaupunkt radio/cassette. Show condition. .......................£29,950.

E320 Coupe, 1996N, 5-speed auto, 63,000 miles, fmbsh, ruby red
metallic, mushroom leather, factory aircon, cruise, electric sunroof,
otg, headlamp wash/wipe, infrared locking, Mercedes exquisite
radio/cassette. A very nice original car. ............................£13,950.
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Mercedes-Benz W186 and W189

Sam Mace charts the recent history of the Mercedes taxi

REWARD
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Compact Mercedes Words: Andrew Roberts
Pics: Mercedes-Benz
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P
onton production ended in late 1962, 
with the “Fintail” 110 series left to fill its 
shoes. The Fintail had already been in 
production almost a year before the Ponton 

production ceased, and the most obvious difference 
between the two was the somewhat American-
looking treatment of the newer car’s rear end, adding 
a little glamour to taxi ranks across the world.

In many ways the Fintail picked up where the Ponton left 
off. Not only did it have more style than the Ponton, but more 
practicality. It’s doors were wider, and opened out further 
which made it more user friendly than the Ponton, as well 
as boasting greater interior space, more comfort and a yet 
bigger boot. 

Like its forebears the Fintail was offered as a diesel. 
On launch, the 190D moniker remained, as did the OM 
621 engine. The 190D would last until 1965, when it was 
usurped by the 200D. It benefitted from a new five bearing 
crank shaft in place of the original three, as well as better 
sound insulation and an increased top speed of 81mph. The 
200D focused on usability and refinement, rather than raw 
performance - the power output of 55hp was unchanged 
from the old 190D and 0-60 still took a glacial 28 seconds.

But perhaps of most interest to the taxi driver was the 
availability of an automatic diesel.  With the increased 
refinement offered by the 200D, and the option of an 
automatic gearbox, the W110 matured into a sophisticated 
and highly usable car. It was here that the modern Mercedes 
taxi was born - not only economical and durable, but smooth 
and refined, too. 

But an even bigger departure, not only for Mercedes, but 
for the landscape of Germany’s taxi ranks as a whole was on 
the way with the Stroke 8. The first production Mercedes 
to use semi-trailing arm rear suspension, it was a far better 
handling car than its predecessors, which rode just as well. 

As before, the taxi market were catered for with strong, 
economical diesel engines, but this time a wider range of 
diesel units were offered.

On launch it was available as a 200D, using the four 
cylinder OM615 engine which made 55bhp. A 220D was also 
offered to, using the same OM615 unit as the 200D, with a 
slightly increased stroke that upped the power to a heady 
59bhp. More choice for diesel drivers would be introduced 
later in the cars life. This included a four cylinder 240D that 
arrived in 1973, and the more exotic 240D 3.0 which used the 
five cylinder OM617 that came a year later. 

Changes to German taxi legislation during the Stroke 8’s 
production life meant that taxi businesses would be ordering 
their cars during a change over period.

At the time of the Stroke 8’s launch, it was mandatory for all 
German taxis to have a glass screen between passenger and 
driver. The purpose of this divide was to protect the driver from 
attack. But it had become a hot topic for debate for German 

Mercedes Taxis Words: 
Sam Mace

taxi drivers, with many seeing a pane of glass behind their 
heads as a danger in an accident. In 1969, the regulation was 
overturned, and the divides were gradually phased out.

In 1971 regulation changed again, doing away with the chic 
black colour scheme that Germany’s government required 
taxis to be painted in, and introducing the frumpier cream 
that we’re familiar with today. The government cited visibility 
worries for dark cars in poor weather as their reasons for 
change. 

If the Mercedes faithful were worried that all these 
developments were to the detriment of durability, they 
needn't have been. 1976 saw the introduction of the Stroke 8’s 
replacement - the W123; available from launch with a brace of 
diesels carried over from the W115 - but extensively reworked. 

Of most interest to the taxi operators would be an increase 
in ease of servicing. One result of Mercedes’ reworking of 

"In many ways the 
Fintail picked up where 
the Ponton left off . Not 
only did it have more 
style than the Ponton, 
but more practicality."
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the diesel engines was faster, easier oil changes, which meant 
servicing turnaround time was quicker and downtime was 
reduced. 

Right from its launch, demand for the new car was strong, 
stronger than even Mercedes themselves had predicted. 

Mercedes soon discovered that its production forecasts 
were hugely pessimistic, and it wasn’t able to keep pace with 
demand. This created something akin to a W123 black market 
in Germany. Used examples could be worth up to 5,000 DMs 
more than brand new ones, a figure many were willing to pay 
to avoid having their name stuck on a twelve month waiting 
list for a brand new W123.

Of course, coach builders offered something that was 
becoming a time-honoured tradition - the stretched limousine 
version of the workaday Mercedes. Previously, they’d been 
making coach built estates, too, but now Mercedes itself 
would begin producing them - but not until 1977.

Wearing the “T” suffix on the tailgate, the S123 may have 
been a long time coming, but it was significant. Mercedes 
estates have been often been associated with antique dealers 
and people who wear mustard coloured trousers, going into 
the countryside to shoot things. But in truth, there were 
highly regarded as taxis, too. Now the cabby who was asked 
to carry a pram or a bicycle could oblige. 

The W123, and those that came before it had become 
such a dominant force in the taxi sector, all over the world, 
Mercedes were probably started to take it for granted. They 
could offer you a proven diesel powerplant mated to a near 
indestructible body, backed up by a large and efficient service 
network. Any manufacturer looking at Mercedes’s success in 
the sector with envious eyes was probably wondering what it 
would take to knock the three pointed star off its pedestal.

What it nearly did to shake that reputation amounted to 
good old fashioned self sabotage in 1985, when it launched 
the W123’s replacement, the W124. To avoid becoming a 
victim of it’s own success as it had done when launching the 
outgoing model, Mercedes did all it could meet demand for 
the new car. In order to get as many cars off the assembly as 
possible, Mercedes took on new, less experienced assembly 
line staff. This resulted in a drop of a built quality. 

The results: a PR headache. Many of the taxi drivers and 
operators who had given up their W123s and replaced 
them with the W124 were so disgusted with the drop in 
build standards, they took to the streets and protested. This 
though, was a blip, not a catastrophe. Once Mercedes had 
resolved problems on the production line, the W124 went on 
to be yet another highly successful taxi. 

Quality may not have been up to Mercedes’ normal 
standards from the start, but the alphabet soup on the 
bootlid was. Complimenting the wide choice of petrol 
engines, was the trusty four cylinder 200D option, now 
offering 72 bhp. The five cylinder 250D returned, joined by 
the ground-breaking 300D, which was the first straight six 

Mercedes Taxis

diesel Mercedes passenger car. 
And if you did order one to put to work as a taxi, it would 

come with many thoughtful little changes designed to make 
life easier. In the past taxi spec would have included things like 
the glass divider, a radio and a taxi meter. The W124’s taxi kit 
was a little more thorough.  

In the back, the doorcards were altered so not to include 
door pockets, meaning there was one less space for people 
to put things and then leave them behind. So there was no 
leaving your passport behind at the airport in a W124, and no 
rummaging around for lost property at the end of the driver’s 
shift.

Now sought after by some W124 aficionados is the little 
pivoting map light fitted to front of taxis, between the two 
sun visors. It wasn’t an attractive add-on, but it was typical of 
the thoughtful little touches Mercedes have always been so 
good at - such as the driver knee operated panic alarm under 
the steering column. 

Two different styles of meter were available: one was 
mounted atop the dashboard and looked like something from 
bad 1980s sci-fi. The other option was a glovebox lid mounted 
meter. The latter needed a specially adapted glove-box lid 
to fit the meter to, making the glove box itself unusable and 
leaving behind a strange indentation if the taxi was ever 
decommissioned for private use.

Mercedes’s solution was inelegant, if logical: simply throw 
a normal lid in the boot to install in the future, before it left 
the factory. 

A optional extra for the taxi spec W124 was extra hard 
wearing full length rubber floor covering, designed to mimic 
the iconic ribbed Mercedes fabric mats in appearance. Even 
more rubber would be needed by the taxi operator who had 
opted for the stretched version. 

Since the days of the Ponton, there had been a slow, 
albeit steady demand for stretched 7 seater Mercedes taxis. 
Mercedes were quite happy to let independent coach 

"There was no leaving 
your passport behind at 

the airport in a W124, and 
no rummaging around 
for lost property at the 

end of the driver’s shift."
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builders take care of these needs, and worked alongside them 
well. Squeezing low volume, specialist cars into its production 
schedule would never be viable, or justifiable to Mercedes. 

But as air travel became cheaper and more popular in the 
late ‘60s, the demand for these 7 seater mutants for airport 
work steadily increased, and Mercedes began to take a more 
active role in the niche. The advent of the W124 saw a semi-
factory stretched version come on stream. The limousines 
started life as TE models, rolling out of Sindelfingen before 
going to the Bremen plant to be adapted. At Bremen the 
roof cant rails and floorpan were stretched, before going to 
the coach builders minus the rear doors and tailgate. Once 
there, the mutilated estates would be converted to saloon 
configuration. This may have seemed like a topsy-turvy way 
of doing it, but the limousines had to start off this way. TEs 
had self levelling suspension, which was required for the extra 
weight the limousines would bear. 

Meanwhile, numbers of Mercedes taxis continued to 
flourish outside of Germany. “Taking a taxi” invariably meant 
“taking a Mercedes”, throughout much of Europe, The 
Mediterranean The Middle East and Africa. The majority 
of these cars found their way to more arid climes once their 
European owners were finished with them - often still in their 
taxi livery and complete with the light box mounted on the roof. 

W115s, W123s and once they began to filter down into 
the export market, W124s soon carpeted taxi ranks in almost 
every developing country on the planet for decades, in many 
cases unhindered by pesky things like safety regulations and 
emissions controls. 

One notable case of Mercedes taxis totally taking over, 
is Morocco. In the 1990s and early 2000s importing old 
Mercedes to Morocco (specially W123 240Ds) became a 
lucrative venture. 

So insatiable was Morocco's appetite for W123s, in 2014 
the government estimated that a staggering 55,000 W123 
taxis were still in use throughout the country. 

Like all non-indigenous populations that have been allowed 
to get out of control, the aging Mercedes population had to 
be culled. A scrappage scheme was rolled out in 2014, giving 
Moroccan taxi drivers a large cash incentive to scrap their 
Mercedes taxis and replace them with MPVs. Four years 
later, the once ubiquitous W123 taxi in Morocco has all but 
disappeared. 

With the clouds of Dieselgate still looming, and a world 
wide obsession to improve air quality, it’s likely that many 
more old Mercedes taxis will follow, if they haven’t already. 

It might be sad, but Mercedes can be proud that the only 
thing that can kill their old taxis is a scrappage scheme. 

Many would argue that the passing of the W124 marked 
the end of a golden era for Mercedes, and that the W210 
that replaced it was a mere shadow of what came before. 
Where the W124 had been designed from an engineer’s 
perspective, the W210 had been designed with saving money 

Mercedes Taxis

in mind. In terms of keeping costs down, Mercedes were 
successful. The W210 was 20% cheaper than the W124 to 
manufacture, but quality nose-dived. As part of a wider cost-
saving regime, Mercedes began to use cheaper steel, which 
meant catastrophic rot devoured the cars, often before their 
tenth birthday. Suspension turrets rotted through, causing 
the front suspension to collapse, wings, doors, bootlids and 
floors all corroded at an alarming rate. This was a far cry from 
its products from the 50s and 60s that were still pounding the 
streets up to fifty decades later. 

Yet the taxi business stayed faithful to the three pointed 
star, not just in Germany, but all over the world. Despite 
the corrosion issues, many can still be seen plying their 
trade in Europe and beyond - over twenty years since their 
introduction. As W123s and W124 got harder and more 
expensive to get hold of, some developing economies are 
turned to the W210 as transport for the masses. Some taxi 
drivers are reporting their cars reaching over half a million 
miles, mostly reached in old diesels made before the switch to 
common rail units in 1998. 

As the supply of cheap W123 and W124s start to dry up, 
it’s not just W210s left to fill the void. Now cheap and easier 
to come by, even the W140 hasn’t escaped the rigors of the 
taxi rank - although the UK was denied them, diesel W140s 
make an imposing and dignified taxi.

Right:  Long 
wheelbase 
W124 made an 
ideal airport taxi.

"The taxi business 
stayed faithful to the 

three pointed star, not 
just in Germany, but 
all over the world."
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Mercedes v Ford Cosworth

Pretender to

THE CROWN
Lexus tried to beat the S-Class at its own game with the LS400. 

But which luxury saloon is best?
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T hirty five years ago, Toyota 
set into motion a plan to 
create the best luxury car in 
the world – one which would 
not only best Rolls-Royce, 

but topple even the mighty Mercedes 
S-class from its throne. The project, 
known as F1 (for Flagship 1), took six years 
to develop, and was launched in 1989 as 
the Lexus LS400. 

But Mercedes hadn’t been caught 
napping. Yes, its flagship S-class was now 
nearing a decade and was overdue for 
replacement – but the reason the new 

W140 S-class hadn’t been launched is 
because it was cementing its position at the 
top of the tree before its launch.  Jaguar 
and BMW had V12 engines available in 
their liners, and Mercedes didn’t see why 
it should miss out – the launch of the 
W140 was delayed by two years while V12 
development was finalised. The S Class 
which emerged in 1991 represented the 
very best Mercedes could do – a worthy 
challenger to the Japanese newcomer. 

But which was best? We’ve found an 
early LS400 and its closest Mercedes rival 
– let battle commence.
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L
aunched in 1989, the LS400 
was the culmination of 
six years’ hard work by 
Toyota to produce the best 

car in the world. The Lexus brand 
was all-new, created to take on 
the Germans, Jaguar and Cadillac 
primarily in the US market. Sales 
were strong – for fifteen of the 
marque’s first seventeen years, 
it became America’s best-selling 
luxury car brand. The first decade 
or so was down to the popularity 
of the LS400 model; Toyota’s first 
attempt at an internationally 
popular large saloon. 1.7 million 
miles of testing by 1400 engineers 
and several thousand further 
support staff meant that by the 
time development work was frozen 
in 1986, there was nothing out 
there to rival the Lexus as a luxury 
proposition. 

Broadly speaking there are three 
eras of LS400 – 1989-1994, 1994-
1997 and 1997-2000. Each became 
more advanced than the last, 
though it’s early cars like this which 
demand the most money now. All 
were powered by derivatives of 
the same 4.0 V8 engine in differing 

LS400 v w140 Words: Sam Skelton

A New Challenge

How does it drive?
The dashboard is the first thing to grab your attention in here – and it’s alarming. A wholly 
digital readout might have been how the Japanese did business in the late 1980s, but it’s 
an alien world to those used to sober-suited S classes, 7-series and Jags. The plastics look 
low key too – compared to that triumvirate the interior of the Lexus could almost belong to 
a Camry or a Corolla, albeit one with lots of toys. Performance is adequate for its size, but 
the alarming thing about how the Lexus drives is that it handles almost as well as a Jaguar 
– an alarming feat for a car in this class. And it does it so silently you could be forgiven for 
wondering if the engine was on at all. It’s a very pleasant thing to drive  - and for many, that 
plus its technological competence would be more than enough to earn it a victory.

states of tune, from 250bhp 
to 286bhp (Conveniently, the 
limit under Japanese tax laws), 
and all used four or five speed 
automatic gearboxes. There was 
one wheelbase and, ostensibly, one 
model – although options were 
available to personalise your Lexus. 

Not so long ago £1000 might 
have got you an LS400. But the last 
three years or so have seen values 
strengthen, and it’s fairly hard 
to get anything usable for under 
£2500. If you want one of the best 
MK1s like our test car, bank on 
spending about twice that now. 

"The Lexus 
brand was all-
new, created 

to take on 
the Germans, 

Jaguar and 
Cadillac."
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LS400 v w140

B
y the time the W140 
S-class came out in 
1991, Lexus had stolen 
a march on its German 

competitor. While the W126 still 
had healthy sales there was no 
denying the fact that it looked and 
felt out of date when compared to 
the Mercedes. The W140 would 
change all that – meeting Lexus’s 
technological tour de force head 
on, with such gadgets as double 
glazing, self closing doors, and 
air suspension on the more 
expensive models. It catered for 
performance and economy needs 
that the Lexus ignored too, with 
V12 and straight six options to 
complement the big V8s. 

Subjectively, the S-class was 
felt by many to be the best car 
in the world, especially in V12 
form. It may not have been the 
most crushingly perfect car 
in objective terms, but it was 
imposing, authoritative, powerful, 
comfortable and better equipped 
than anyone could have imagined 
possible in 1991. Plus it had “that” 

The Old Guard

How does it drive?
There’s no escaping the size of a W140, especially from behind the wheel. Make no mistake, 
this is a big car, and as such there’s a lot of weight to hustle about. That’s why, despite an 
extra 30bhp and 200cc, the Mercedes is no quicker than the LS400. When you try to 
change direction quickly, that makes itself felt – though it’s more agile than its size suggests 
and a definite step above its predecessor. The interior is a model of sobriety as befits any 
S-class, though the somewhat vivid green of our test car takes some getting used-to. Despite 
Mercedes’ efforts with the double glazing, self closing doors and thick seals, it’s not quite as 
quiet in here as it was in the Lexus. Make no mistake, it’s good – it’s just not quite perfect. 
Somehow though, it manages to retain that separate, special air that the Lexus lacks – this is a 
car which smacks of aspiration and ambition above mere technical competence. That means it 
makes you feel good. That makes it a great classic.

badge – and as far as brand cachet 
goes, there is little to trump 
“Mercedes-Benz S-class”. Coveted 
by CEOs and treasured by 
tycoons, it has now become one 
of the most collectible modern 
classics from the Mercedes-Benz 
range. Available with 2.8 and 
3.2-litre straight sixes, 4.2 and 
5.0 V8s, and a colossal 6.0 V12, 
the S-class was available in two 
lengths and with such an array of 
optional and standard features 
it was difficult to find two the 
same. For those scraping onto the 
S-class ladder there were solid 
colours, manual gearboxes and 
steel wheels, while for plutocrats 
there was a long wheelbase SEL 
version with alloy wheels, and 
heated electric seats. 

After some time in the 
doldrums W140 S-class values 
are strengthening, with really nice 
V8s and V12s nudging close to the 
£10000 mark. Half that will get a 
more than presentable example, 
while just £2000 will get you a 
nice S280 or middling S320. 
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LS400 v w140

A
s hard as it is to admit 
that the Mercedes 
concedes defeat, it really 
does in this company. 

When Toyota set out to produce 
the best car in the world, they 
succeeded. The Lexus is, by any 
objective definition, a better car 
than the Mercedes. It is no smaller 
inside, yet is more wieldy to drive. 
It’s no slower, nor does it drink 
more. And nowadays, the Mercedes 
is a more valuable classic making 
the Lexus better value. 

And yet, the Mercedes is the one 
we’d rather own. The problem with 

Conclusion
"The Lexus is, by any 
objective defi nition, a 
better car. And yet the 

Mercedes is the one 
we’d like to own."

creating the best car in the world, 
with setting targets to exceed and 
doing so, is that you end up creating 

something that does a very good job 
of being a car, but which is hard to 
love. The fact the Mercedes is a little 
too big, a little unwieldy, and isn’t 
quite as objectively perfect, means 
that there is more in it to love. 

It’s not only that, either. When 
you are buying a car in this class, 
emotion plays a big part. While 
many might have grown up 
dreaming of the day they could 
own an S-class, we’d like to bet that 
relatively few grew up dreaming of 
a posh Toyota. So while the Lexus 
is the better car, our vote goes to 
the Benz.

UPFRONT
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So the sterility of the Lexus isn’t your thing, but you’re not sure about 
the Mercedes either? Why not go the other way – a Jaguar XJ is an 
emotive purchase, and one which drives really well. Between them, these 
positives can offset the Jaguar’s hopeless space inefficiency, and quality 
which neither matches the Germans nor Japanese. The Jag’s the cheapest 
of our 1990s contenders though, with prices starting well below £1000.

Alternative choice THE 
FACTS

Lexus 
LS400

Mercedes 
400SE

Engine 3969cc, V8, 
DOHC

4196cc, V8, 
DOHC

Power 250bhp @ 
6500rpm

282bhp @ 
5700rpm

Torque 260bhp @ 
4400rpm

302bhp @ 
3900rpm

Max Speed 155mph 152mph

0-60 7.9sec 7.9sec

Thanks
Our thanks to London James 

for supplying the 400SE 
used in our photographs, 
and to John Kingsford for 

providing his Lexus LS400. 
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LS400 v w140
There are potential concerns with both the W140 and the LS400 from a buying 

perspective. On the whole these are safe investments though, watch out for past 
bodges and you will be OK. 

UPFRONT

T
he timing belt is a 
weak link on these 
engines – not because 

it’s a weak item but because 
replacement is an involved 
and lengthy task. There 
should be a sticker by the 
radiator indicating when this 
was last changed – if not, 
budget to have it done and 
negotiate accordingly. The 
interval is 100000 miles, but 

Front balljoints are known 
to be weak, likewise front 
hweel bearins and springs. 
The latter can snap without 
warning. As you’d expect, 
suspension bushes that creak 
aren’t right in a Lexus – and 
should be replaced. Worn 
boot seals can lead to pooling 
in the spare wheel well – it’s 
not catastrophic but it means 
a seal will be necessary.

Buying an LS400
with all these cars approaching 
two decades old and more it 
would be wise to replace any 
original belts left on cars. Dealer 
service history is the best bet – 
but the job will cost upwards of 
£500. Power steering pumps can 
leak, and the oil contamination 
will eventually kill the alternator. 
This isn’t a nice job, so check the 
pump carefully for signs of any 
leaks.  
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C
heck the wiring looms 
on pre 1996 cars, 
they’re prone to the 

infamous degradation issues 
and so ideally you should 
look at car with receipts 
for news looms and their 
fitment. Failing that, look 
at post 1996 cars and be 
prepared to haggle on earlier 
ones. W140s are relatively 
good for rust, but the front 

instances where the instrument 
clusters can fail, though these 
are repairable if they let go so 
shouldn’t stop you from buying 
an otherwise good example 
. Likewise, perished vacuum 
pipework can interfere with the 
self-closing door mechanisms 
or with the central locking – it’s 
easy enough to replace if you 
can find the leak, but that may 
take time.

Buying an W140
wings are known trouble spots. 
Wheelarches can let go, and 
oddly they’re prone to rust 
around the boot lock. 

Check cars fitted with Adaptive 
Damping to ensure that the 
system works – there should be an 
appreciable difference between 
Comfort and Sport modes. Lacquer 
can split on the wood, and LCD 
panels on the dashboard can 
begin to bleed. We have seen 



Sporting ClassicMotors Ltd
SCM

Specialists in Classic Car engineering since 1965.
• Restoration • General Repair work
• Servicing • Mechanical Engineering

• Bodywork • Paint Refinishing
• Assessments and Valuations

With expertise developed over more than 50 years.
SCM provides a fully comprehensive facility for all

aspects and associated requirements of classic cars and
historic vehicles.

For further information
Tel: 01635 299184

Email: info.sportingclassicmotors@gmail.com
Web: www.sportingclassicmotors.co.uk

Mercedes-Benz Porsche

Hampshire, Southern England
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Viewing by Appointment
15 minutes from Manchester Airport. 1hr 41min from Euston by train
tel: 07980 241177 or 01625 260913 email: info@ccbenz.co.uk

See www.ccbenz.co.uk for full descriptions and more photos

Cheshire Classic Benz

Our cars are carefully selected as the best of their type, and
are sold with our own warranty after a full mechanical check

by Mercedes trained technicians in our own workshop.

The Finest Examples of Mercedes-Benz

Cars from the 1960s to the 1990s

E320 Sportline Cabriolet 1996N

Azurite Blue metallic, grey leather, blue
soft top, 5 speed auto, cruise, airbags,
heated seats, wood/ leather steering
wheel, original Sportline 15” alloys,
FSH, 81,000m . . . . . . . . . . . . £17,450

SLK320 Roadster 2001/51

Sapphire Blue met, blue/black leather,
5-Sp auto, climate, cruise/limiter, elec
seats, leather steering wheel and
gearknob, orig 5 spoke AMG alloys,
FSH, ONLY 12,000m . . . . . . . £11,950

280SL Roadster 1985C

Midnight Blue, matching hardtop, new
black soft top, blue leather, auto
gearbox, air conditioning, electric
windows, rear seats, original alloy
wheels, FSH, 92,000m . . . . . £24,950

S280 Saloon 1998S

Brilliant Silver metallic, Orion Grey
leather, 5 speed auto, cruise, climate,
electric seats, double glazing, electric
sunroof, leather gearknob, airbags,
original alloys, FSH, 73,000m . £7,450

220SEb Coupe 1965C

Horizon Blue with Midnight Blue roof,
column change auto, bare metal
repaint, new beige leather interior, new
walnut, new carpets, fully restored and
immaculate throughout . . . . . £44,950

230TE Estate 1989G

Blue/Black metallic, grey leather
interior, Zebrano wood, 4-Sp auto, 4 x
elec windows, elec sunroof, cruise, htd
seats, two owners (latest since 1yr
old), mega history, 172,000m . . £6,450

NEW! Wedding Hire NEW!

Arrive in style aboard one of our sleek
1960s/70s Mercedes saloons/coupes
complete with uniformed chauffeur.
Novelty Mercedes also available for
wacky groom/best man transport!

300SL Roadster 1986C

Signal Red, matching hardtop, dark
brown soft top, Saffron sport check
interior, auto gearbox, electric
windows, rear seats, original alloy
wheels, FSH, 51,000m . . . . . £35,950

500SEC Coupe 1989G

Almandine Red metallic, Mushroom
leather, 4 speed auto, cruise, aircon,
electric seats, electric sunroof, leather
steering wheel and gearknob, original
15 hole alloys, FSH, 94,000m £17,950

300SL Roadster 1988F

Signal Red, matching hardtop, black
soft top, Mushroom leather interior,
auto gearbox, elec windows, cruise,
OTG, centre armrest, rear seats, orig
alloy wheels, FSH, 54,000m . £37,950



Lambswool
Over Rugs

Easirider Company Ltd.
Unit G1 Nene Centre, Freehold Street, Northampton. NN2 6EF

Tel: +44 (0)1604 714103 Email: mail@easirider.com
www.easirider.com

•
Tailored in

the UK from
the finest
sheepskins

•
All cars

•
Quality
built on

experience
•

Labinjoh Ltd

Tel: 0131 346 4700 or 07850 736202
www.labinjoh.co.uk sales@labinjoh.co.uk

1972 Mercedes 350 SLC
Automatic, Petrol, 3.5 litre. Rare RH drive.
Silver with blue leather interior and blue
carpets. 162,00 miles. MOT to 19/10/17.
Service pack and service book present. Lots
of receipts. Detailed history. 2 keys, 7 owners.
All in good working condition. The car is used
regularly. Electric sliding sunroof.£8,950

Mercedes Benz 280 SL
1983 Mercedes Benz 280SL Auto in Silver
Blue metallic with blue interior and hood.
Type 107. All matching numbers with

original service book and pack. 15 hole alloys.
Immaculate throughout. Full history and only
66,000 miles from new. Blue hood. £25,000

1996 Mercedes E220
Coupe Auto

In Azurite blue metallic with cream leather
interior. Leather steering, ABS, PAS, Radio/
CD, Electric sunroof. Low mileage: 79,700

miles, Full service history. 3 owners, 12 months
MOT. £5,695

2003 Mercedes SL
AMG

On silver with very dark grey leather interior.
12 months MOT. New Pirelli Rosso tyres. Full

service history
£14,000

SOLD
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Große 
Competence

The 600 was the very best Mercedes could offer for 
almost two decades. Andrew Roberts tells its story
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"The W100 was guaranteed 
to exude pomp and 

circumstance."
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A
s a film, The Magic 
Christian was somewhat 
of a curio, a tail-end 
Swinging London vehicle 

for Peter Sellers, with several 
intriguing cars on display – a 
Checker Aerobus, a police Jaguar 
S-Type and a 1965 Mercedes-Benz 
600 Pullman. The last named 
was allegedly the property of 
one Richard Starkey, aka the 
film’s co-lead Ringo Starr, and it 
dominated every moment of its 
screen time, existing in another 
world from the Morris LD GPO 
vans, Austin 1100s and other 
mundane vehicles.

Cinema is a logical starting point 
when discussing the 600 as for many 
Britons it is a form of Mercedes-Benz 
that you are more likely to encounter 
on the screen than in the car park of 
Sainsburys.  From On Her Majesty’s 
Secret Service to The Witches of 
Eastwick, the W100 was guaranteed 
to exude pomp and circumstance 
and, quite frequently, menace while 
you might also glimpse it in news 
bulletins concerning the great, the 
good and the notorious.The 600 
made its debut in late1963and when 
it ceased production in June 1981 
after 2,677 units it was associated 
with Leonid Brezhnev, Idi Amin, 
Enver Hoxha (the world’s most 
notorious Norman Wisdom fan) 
and Chairman Mao. Owners of a 
less ghastly nature included George 
Harrison, John Lennon, Elvis Presley 
and Elizabeth Taylor.

Thus, it is wholly understandable 
why visitors to the 1963 Frankfurt 
Motor Show were mesmerised by 
the 600. Imagine if you had arrived 
in your second-hand VW Beetle 
with its six-volt electrical system and 
then saw a car that Daimler-Benz 
intended to take up their ‘pre-war 
tradition of the company which was 
to have at least one model which 
would be included whenever ultra-
prestige cars were considered’.This 
was the automotiveembodiment 

Mercedes 600

of the German economic miracle, 
one with the new 6.3 litre 
SOHC  Bosch mechanical fuel-
injected V8 engine powering nearly 
2 ½ tons of Mercedes-Benz to a top 
speed of 125 mph.

Such was the impact of the W100 
that certain chaps at Rolls-Royce 
were allegedly heard to mutter 
that its technology was ‘doomed to 
fail’ in comparison with the Silver 
Cloud’s redoubtabledrum brakes 
and separate chassis. If PAS and 
automatic transmission as standard 
equipment were now par for the 
course for such a car in the early 
1960s, the all-disc braking with 

Words: 
Andrew Roberts

"Such was the 
impact of the W100 
that certain chaps 

at Rolls-Royce 
were worried."

separate circuits and the self-
levelling air suspension that allowed 
the 600 to be elevated over poorly 
surfaced roads was definitely 
not. Then there was thehydraulic 
operation of the adjustment of the 
front and rear seats, door locks, boot 
lid, fuel filler cap and side-windows 
plus shock absorbers that could 
be controlled by the driver.Above 
all, this was a very large motor car; 
neither the 1957- 1962 W189 300d 
nor the W112 300SE were exactly 
lightweights but the W100 looked as 
neo-brutalists as a new office block. 
There was no deliberate harking 
back to a mythical “heritage” with 
the 600; Daimler-Benz claimed, 
with a refreshing lack of false 
modesty, that their new flagship’s 
‘refinement, advanced design, safety 
and extraordinary comfort have no 
equal’.

Full production commended in 
September 1964 with a long list of 
models to suit your pocket, personal 
needs, ego or how many of your 
loyal subjects had the desire to take 
a pot shot at you. The 3,200mm 
wheelbase saloon was available 
with or without an electrically 
operated division andwas aimed at 
the magnate who wished to take the 
wheel on a regular basis. For those 



40 Mercedes DRIVER

UPFRONT

times when the chauffeur returned 
to duty, there were curtains on 
the rear screen for extra privacy, 
but the owner would be depriving 
his or herself of an unforgettable 
le experience. After all, who could 
resist driving a Mercedes-Benz that 
was ‘Peerless in performance’, the 
publicity also reassuring the well-
heeled motorist that this noble car 
incorporates every conceivable 
feature important to passenger 
comfort and safety’.

 The great John Vary Bolster 
of Motor Sport magazine tested 
a saloon in November 1965 and 
his report was studded with such 
phrases as ‘the ultimate in luxury 
motoring’and ‘What is even more 
impressive is the handling and 
braking of this 2.5-ton car. Both are 
out of this world’. He concluded that 
‘If you invest your money thus you 
will own the most advanced motor-
car in the world, a splendid example 
of Daimler-Benz engineering at its 
highest pinnacle’. Of course, with a 
UK list price of £8,926 (or more than 
17 times the price of a Mini), the 600 

Mercedes 600

"Its UK list price of 
£8,926 was more 
than 17 times the 
price of a Mini."

was very much a car in the Beatles/
Sellers class although Bolster 
reported that there were already 30 
in the country. 

Across the Pond Road & Track 
evaluated the short wheelbase 
W100 and pointed out thatfor 
$20,500 ‘you could get a Lincoln 
Continental, a Buick Riviera, 
two Pontiac GTOs and still have 
enough change left over for two 
and a half or three Volkswagens’. 

As for its dimensions, ‘because the 
mind's eye is not accustomed to 
such grand dimensions, it takes a 
while to encompass it in the mind 
... like a statue that is larger than 
life. Or a cathedral’. And indeed, 
the W100 was imposing but never 
grandiose in the manner of certain 
Cadillacs and Lincolns while 
anyone who was in need of even 
more formal transport was offered 
the 3,900mm wheelbase seven-
seater Pullman. This, to quote the 
brochure, could be specified with: 

a choice of either four doors 
with two backward-facing seats 
in the rear, or six doors with two 
forward-facing folding seats in 
the rear. The two latter choices 
are offered principally to meet the 
needs of heads of state, industry 
and other people of eminence 
having considerable public 
responsibilities.

I.e. plebs need not apply, 
especially as it cost £9,994 in 
the UK. Even more exclusive, 
if that were possible, was the 
Laundette, which was available in 
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Mercedes 600

various configurations of doors 
and hood length. As Daimler-
Benz themselves have noted, it 
is probably impossible to find 
two identical 600s, such was the 
myriad of body styles and special 
equipment options from the 
sliding roof to a Becker radio, with 
upholstery in cloth, velour, Bedford 
cord or leather. 

1965 saw the construction 
of three unique W100s. A two-
door SWB Coupe was evaluated 
by Daimler-Benz but was not to 
enter production – it survives in 
private hands – and Sindelfingen 
constructed an armoured 600 
Pullman with an extended roof. 
This was the company’s first post-
war bullet-proof vehicle and was 
loaned by Daimler-Benz to various 
governments andthat yearalso 
saw the one of their most famous 
– indeed genuinely iconic – of all 
Mercedes-Benzs. The four-door 
Landaulette registration that was 
made for Pope Paul VI had a raised 
floor at the rear, modified back 
doors and a roof that was extended 

Below: The 
last 600 was 
completed in 
1982

by nearly three inches. The W100 
bearing the registration SV1 
(“Stato della Città del Vaticano”) 
was seen in countless newsreels 
around the world and was used 
by the Vatican for the next two 
decades. Today it resides in the 
company’s museum).

The last W100 left the factory 
when the Mercedes-Benz W126 
and especially the W123 were 
dominating the roads of Europe 

yet it could not be said to look 
anachronistic. A 600 was, and is, 
a motor-car above mere fashion. 
Perhaps the best summary of the 
600’s impact on automotive design 
is perhaps best encapsulated by 
the conclusion of that Road & Track 
test of 53 years ago:

Every automobile is essentially 
a specialized machine designed 
to perform a specific function. All 
succeed or fail in direct relationship 
to how well they fulfil this function 
and must be evaluated in light of 
these standards. By these criteria, 
the 600 scores very high. The 
Mercedes 600 comes close to 
fulfilling its role with perfection, 
perhaps closer than any other car 
we have ever tested.

That is why the W100 will be 
remembered for generations to 
come; it was a vehicle whose ethos 
was that a truly prestigious car is 
one of the utmost integrity. Small 
wonder that even when glimpsed in 
a semi-forgotten 1969 comedy, the 
Mercedes-Benz 600 mesmerised – 
and continues to do so.

"The 600 was a 
vehicle whose 

ethos was that a 
truly prestigious 
car is one of the 

utmost integrity."
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Modded Mercs

 The Boschert B300 was unusual, even by the standards of the tuner world...

Winging It

Words: Sam Skelton

T
he late 1980s were a 
time of excess, with 
scores of companies 
happy to tailor your 

car to your every need. But let’s 
say you’re the sort of Mercedes 
diehard who wishes the marquee 
still made a two door Gullwing 
coupe? Enter Hartmut Boschert 
and the B300-24C Biturbo. 

Boschert was an engineer from 
Emmendingen, who had seen what 
the likes of SGS, Zender and Sbarro 
were doing and decided he’d like 
a slice of the action. The way he 
saw it, the B300-24C filled a gap in 
Mercedes’ own range. “Mercedes 
builds the SL only as a two-seater. 
I offer a comparable vehicle as a 
four-seater.” And you needed deep 
pockets, when the R129 300SL-24 
cost 132,000DM, the Boschert list 
price was a whole 48,000DM higher. 
That, of course, included the cost of 
the base 300CE-24.

No wonder just eleven were 
produced; built on Boschert’s behalf 
at the Zagato factory in Turin, Italy. 
Boschert’s intention had been to 
limit production to 300 cars, but 
a combination of the price and 
idiosyncratic styling meant that 
there were simply too few buyers 
for Hartmut Boschert’s updated 

"Boschert’s 
intention had been 
to limit production 

to 300 cars, but 
there were simply 

too few buyers."

Gullwing.
His car left Mercedes as a 

standard C124 300CE-24 – but 
not by the time Boschert had 
finished. Almost ten inches 
were removed from the centre, 
shortening the cabin to transform 
the car from gentleman’s cruiser 
to sporty coupe. The wheelbase 
remained untouched; the extra 
length removed from the rear 
overhang and the rear body moved 
forward over the chassis. The 
front end didn’t escape lightly 
either – Boschert modified it to 
resemble the then-new R129 SL 
– unless you can get close enough 
to see the rear or the interior, the 
conversion’s more than convincing. 
Some Boscherts were simply left 
this way and trimmed as a pillarless 
– if short - conventional coupe, but 
many followed the original Boschert 
design template. 

That template involved a total 
redesign between the front and rear 
pillars, incorporating far higher sills 
to provide support. With a pair of 
long Gullwing doors, after all, the 
shell needed to be as stiff as it could 
get. Gullwing doors were a popular 
modification throughout the 1980s 
– especially on Mercedes given the 
heritage – but the Boschert was one 
of few which featured side panels 
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wholly redesigned to accommodate 
the doors rather than modifying 
existing templates to suit.

The engine wasn’t ignored either 
- Boschert B300-24Cs employed 
a Mosselmann twin-turbocharging 
system to boost power to 320bhp, 
with well over 300lb.ft of torque 
available throughout much of the rev 
range. This comprised two Garrett 
T25 turbochargers, a charge air 
cooler, a turbo-fuel computer and 
a twin-pipe exhaust system – and 
means 0-60 in six seconds, with a top 
speed in excess of 165mph. Boschert 
co-developed the suspension 
system with Bilstein, and the car sits 
three inches lower than a standard 
example. These changes make 
the B300-24C a far more focused 

"Boschert 
employed a 

Mosselmann twin-
turbocharging 
system to boost 

power to 320bhp."

driver’s car than the 300CE-24 upon 
which it is based. 

The interior was similar to the 
production C124 model – though 
trimmed with full leather as standard, 
Boschert logos, and typically piano 
black trim in place of the standard 
veneers. Obviously, all Mercedes 
logos were replaced with Boschert 
branding; this being unsanctioned 
by Stuttgart and registered with the 
German authorities as the product 
of a separate manufacturer despite 
its base. 

Do you have a modified Mercedes 
you’d like us to showcase? We welcome 
individual cars, as well as our look at 
the world of custom tuning. Write to us 
at sam.skelton@kelseymedia.co.uk.
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CALL BART ON
01233 228754

TO ADVERTISE IN

Telephone: 01384 214429
www.castlechrome.co.uk

We are a dedicated team of skilled metal polishers and platers
with more than 100-years experience of polishing chrome,
copper, and nickel plating. We specialise in the restoration of
all car and motorcycle bright work to a high quality.
• Our work is undertaken in-house and every job is treated
with the utmost care.
• All of our work is triple plated – copper, nickel & chrome.
• We can take on all projects, from the biggest to smallest.
• We are happy to provide references from our many satisfied
customers.

Our aim is to provide you with the best quality finish at the
most reasonable price possible.

To discuss your metal finishing requirements, please
telephone the number below, or visit our website.

Weatherweave Ltd
12-16 Hockley Road, Rayleigh, Essex 01268 774141 | sales@weatherweave.co.uk

www.weatherweave.co.uk

TRAILERS, TRAILER
CONVERSION KITS, COVERS

VINTAGE & CLASSIC LUBRICANTS

www.withamgroup.co.uk

CLASSIC ENGINEOILS • CLASSIC BRAKE FLUIDS • CLASSICAGRICULTURALOIL • CLASSIC GEAROILS

OurClassic range of products have been designed for veteran and vintage vehicles that need a different approach to lubrication than those of themodern age.
Our lubricantmanufacturing businesswas established in1921and sowe have grownwith the unique specialist knowledge of how to provide the right lubricant for the right vehicle.

We also provide restoration and touch up paint, brake fluids, gear oils and cleaning products for classic vehicles.

Manufacturers ofQuality Lubricants& Paints since 1921

BUY
ONLINE

Available to
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Andrew Roberts Contributor

OCTOPUSSY
Thirty fi ve years on, the Mercedes content in Octopussy 

is among the most captivating in fi lm history

O
ctopussy is a film 
that is reasonably 
hard to define. On 
the one hand there 

is the quite excruciating tuk-tuk 
chase that looks as though it was 
rejected from a Carry On film, 007 
performing a Tarzan impression, 
and the double act between Roger 
Moore and Patrick Macnee. In 
itself, it is quite delightful, but it 
does make the viewer wonder if 
this is a reinterpretation of Dad’s 
Army rather than the 13th Bond 
feature. However, the locations 
are pleasant, Roger is (wisely) 
not taking any of this seriously 
– and Stephen Berkoff is busily 
gnawing on any available scenery. 
His General Orlov is the sort of 
officer who can enter rant mode 
in a nanosecond, so it comes as 
no surprise that he issues orders 
to ‘follow that car!’ after our hero 
borrows a 1968 Mercedes-Benz 
280S and drives along the railway 
lines along a railway in “Berlin”.

The chase was actually shot at 
the Nene Valley Railway, making 
the shooting of the picture one of 
the most exciting events to occur 
in the vicinty of Peterborough 
since the city gained its first mini-

roundabout. Moore was open 
about his use of stunt professionals 
(including for 007’s running scenes) 
and during Octopussy his double 
Martin Grace was very badly 
injured. During the scene where 
Bond dangles off the side of the 
speeding train communication had 
broken down between the camera 
crew in a helicopter, the driver of 
the locomotive and the stunt crew. 
Grace hit a concrete wall that was 
parallel to the track and he later 
observed that:  

"The impact was so lightning fast 
that I only realised that I had hit 

something when I 
found I was hanging 
prone for dear life 
on the side of the 
train! Adrenalin was 
pumping through 
my arms like never 
before. I looked down 
and saw my trouser 
leg had been ripped 
off and saw my thigh 
bone through the 
gash in my thigh 
muscle."

Sir Roger 
understandably 
referred to Martin 

Grace as ‘the bravest man I have 
ever known’.

Asides from the W108, which 
ultimately finishes in a creek to 
the mild consternation of the 
local fishermen, Octopussy also 
features a 1973 W116 and a 1980 
W123 200. For Louis Jourdan’s 
fiendish mastermind there is also 
a 1967 W100 Pullman which was 
a standard issue company car for 
any self-respecting Bond villain. 
But it is the 280S that lingers in the 
memory -  together with Moore’s 
delivery of ‘You’ll need this to play 
with your asp’.

Benz On Film:
1968 Mercedes 280S
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W123
The famously durable '70s saloon is an 

increasingly desirable classic. But it is by 
no means simple to buy, with lots of lurking 
trouble for the unwary. Here are the major 

things you need to check 

Buying a

W123 Buying guide Words: Jack Grover

A
ll the W123's 
predecessors warranted a 
nickname – there was the 
'Ponton', the 'Heckflosse' 

and the 'Strich Acht'. But the W123, 
the most successful Mercedes-Benz 
car ever when it ended production 
in 1985 and which is still renowned 
the world over for its durability 
and reliability, never earned such a 
moniker. 

Perhaps that's a sign that the W123, 
while never exactly unpopular, did 
suffer more than many of its fellow 
star-badged cars from the doldrums 
of middle age. With 2.7 million W123s 
built they were never in short supply. 
Granted in the UK they were rarer 
than the thousands of white-painted 
200Ds which clustered around every 
airport terminal and city centre kerb 
from Luxembourg to Lagos – here 
a basic 230E cost more than a fully-
loaded Ford Granada Ghia – but they 
were valued status symbols for the 
professional classes or those who 
treasured a car they could keep for 

years. Well-off businessmen could opt 
for the C123 coupe while the county 
set for whom a Volvo was too small 
and brittle favoured the S123 estate. 

But changing fashions and graceful 
ageing saw many W123s fall into 
second-, third- or seventh-hand 
owners who wanted something they 
could run into the ground with no 
maintenance or major bills. Many 
S123s ended their days as substitute 
vans burdened by ladders, paint pots 
and sheets of plywood. More affluent 
buyers were favouring the sleeker, 
more upmarket W124 and a decade 
ago when the market woke up to the 
fact that the W123 had real classic 
value as well as being perhaps the 
finest mid-size saloon Mercedes ever 
made, there weren't many left. Even 
a Mercedes couldn't withstand the 
salty climate of the UK for 25 years – 
grinding round the streets of Kampala 
everyday was a relatively easy life by 
comparison! 

This means that a lot of W123s 
didn't survive long enough to make 
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the transition from workhorse to 
classic, and many of those that did 
are in rather delapidated condition. 
Fortunately the rising values of 
the W123 means that the average 
condition is now trending upwards but 
there are still plenty of pitfalls, which is 
where this guide comes in.

BODYWORK 
Start off by checking the generic areas 
as these are the first to go – wheel 
arches, sills (including the jacking 
points at each end) and the boot floor. 
More specific W123 rot-spots include 
the inner sills, visible by lifting the 
carpets and checking for bubbling 
paint or flaky metal, and the battery 
box at the rear offside of the engine 
bay. Lift the battery out (hopefully 
the seller will let you!) to get a proper 
look at the inner wing and bulkhead 
here. Early W123s didn't have plastic 
wheel arch liners and many later cars 
will have lost them, so in these cases 
pay extra attention to the condition 
of the inner and outer front wings by 
looking and feeling into the rear of the 
wheel arch. 

Look around the bonnet hinges 
rainwater due to blocked drain holes 
here. Other drain holes in the doors 
and especially the sun roof should also 
be clear and check the areas around 
them for rust caused by trapped 
water. Leaky window and door seals 
let moisture into the car which is then 
retained by the carpets, rotting out 
the floors. Check for signs of water 
pooling in the boot and spare wheel 
well caused by perished boot seals, 
and rust around the rear screen on 
saloons caused by water getting into 
the metal around the seal – this is all 
the more important on coupes as the 
rear quarter wing panel is expensive 
to repair or replace. Estates must have 
rust-free tailgates, rear wings, rear 
floors and rear valances as these parts 
are very expensive to put right. 

ENGINES 
A wide variety of power units was 

fitted to the W123 but they broadly 
break down into four- and six-cylinder 
petrol engines and four- and five-
cylinder diesels. The four-pot engines 
were the M115 unit at first then the 
M102. The entry-level 200 always had 
a carburettor while the 230 gained 
fuel-injection and became the 230E. 
The six-cylinder petrol W123s used 
the single overhead cam M123 engine 
in the 250 and the DOHC M110 in 
the 280 (later 280E). The naturally-
aspirated diesels were the 200D (with 
the OM615), the 240D (OM616) and 
the five-cylinder 300D (OM617). The 
300DT with a turbocharged OM617 in 
the W123's last years is rare but one 
of the most desirable W123s. 

While none of these engines are 
plagued by real troubles, the age and 
mileage of W123s means that many 
are coming to the end of their natural 
lives. All use camshafts driven by 
chains which now have a reputation 
for snapping but that's simply due to 
the age and mileage of most of the 
W123s out there. Listen for rattles 
from the front end of the engine – 

W123 Buying guide

some noise is normal when cold but if 
it continues with a hot engine then this 
points to trouble.  Renewing the chain 
is not a major job but one that is best 
entrusted to a specialist. The W123's 
oil pressure gauge is measured in 
bar and a healthy engine will see the 
needle pegged against the top stop 
in normal driving, dropping to no less 
than one bar at a hot idle. 

Petrol engines use either auto-
choke Solex carburettors or Bosch 
K-Jetronic injection. Both systems 
suffer with age as vacuum hoses 
and diaphragms perish. Carburettor 
problems usually surface as running-
on and difficulty starting when 
hot, while fuel injected cars will get 
problematic to start from cold. The 
carbs are fairly easy to rebuild but the 
K-Jetronic system is a specialist job 
and a full rebuild of the system can be 
expensive. Misfiring could well be due 
to failure of the solid-state electronic 
'spark controller', which can be 
replaced for around £100. 

Clean oil, coolant and air filters are 
essential with the diesels. Difficulty 
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starting when cold with clouds of 
blue smoke point to dead glow plugs 
or low compression (check for heavy 
breathing from the oil filler cap), while 
soot clouds can point to the injectors 
and pump needing overhauling – 
worth it at around £200 so long as 
you're confident the engine is basically 
healthy. 

TRANSMISSION & SUSPENSION 
Four-speed or five-speed manual or 
four-speed automatic transmissions, 
all of Mercedes' own design, were 
available on the W123. Rebuilds can 
be very expensive so a transmission 
with signs of problems should be a 
dealbreaker. 

Most W123s in UK spec will be 
autos and all should change gear 
smoothly under all but the most 
aggressive acceleration. Check that 
the kick-down functions works briskly 
and with no 'slurring' between ratios. 
Slow shifts, especially when cold, 
usually point to clogged fluid filters or 
dirty fluid, while grabbing and jarring 
mean that interal work is required. 

With the manual gearboxes, sloppy 
action can be due to wear in the 
gear lever mounts or the selector 
mechanism which is relatively easy 
to repair. Avoid cars with worn 
synchromesh or which jump out of 
gears on the overrun as this means the 
box is on its way out. 

Although it is light and low-geared 
the steering should not be vague, with 
no more than one inch of free play 
around the centre point at the wheel 
rim. The car shouldn't wander all over 
the road, either, although W123s do 
tend to tramline. There are six ball 
joints in the steering linkage plus the 
steering box – the ball joints are easy 
to repair while the box is a £2000 job. 

The suspension has a lot of travel 
but should always feel controlled. If 
the car feels sloppy then the dampers 
are probably tired – for all its soft 
springing the W123 has very effective 
dampers which should fly through 
the standard 'bounce test'. Listen for 
clonks from the rear end and a sense 
that the car is steering from the rear 
over bumps – this can mean that the 

flexible mounts which attach the rear 
subframe to the body are perished. 
These can be replaced as a DIY fix but 
getting the old mountings off can be 
very difficult as they are usually well 
corroded into place. Otherwise look 
and listen for worn bushes, especially 
in the rear trailing arms. 

INTERIOR 
Unless they have been exposed to 
long-term bright sunlight or damp 
the interior of a W123 is very 
durable indeed. Cloth, MB-Tex vinyl 
and leather seats were available, of 
which the first two were by far the 
most common. The MB-Tex is the 
most durable but both materials are 
available for retrimming, although this 
can be pricey. The same goes for door 
trim and headlining, while standard 
parts such as the dashtop, centre 
wood trim and instruments are readily 
available second hand. 

The W123 had a simple electrical 
system, with electric windows and air 
conditioning being the most advanced 
'gadgets' you're likely to find. Most 

Above: Austere 
interiors are 
hard-wearing.
Final page please 
remove caption
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Technical
Information
200
Engine 1997cc/4-cyl/SOHC
Power 108bhp @ 5200rpm
Torque 125lb-ft @ 3000rpm
Gearbox 4-spd manual/4sp 
automatic
0-60 17.3sec
Top Speed 104mph
MPG 29.1mpg

230E
Engine 1988cc/4-cyl/SOHC
Power 134bhp @ 5100rpm
Torque 148lb-ft @ 3500rpm
Gearbox 4/5-spd manual/4sp 
automatic
0-60 11.5sec
Top Speed 112mph
MPG 26.7mpg

240D
Engine 2404cc/4-cyl/SOHC
Power 71bhp @ 4400rpm
Torque 101b-ft @ 2400rpm
Gearbox 4/5-spd manual/4sp 
automatic
0-60 22.2sec
Top Speed 90mph
MPG 32.6mpg

250
Engine 2525cc/6-cyl/SOHC
Power 129bhp @ 5500rpm
Torque 142 b-ft @ 2400rpm
Gearbox 4/5-spd manual/4sp 
automatic
0-60 15.5sec
Top Speed 115mph
MPG 26.3mpg

280E
Engine 2746cc/6-cyl/DOHC
Power 175bhp @ 6000rpm
Torque 169lb-ft @ 4500rpm
Gearbox 4/5-spd manual/4sp 
automatic
0-60 9.9sec
Top Speed 124mph
MPG 23.2mpg

300D
Engine 2998cc/5-cyl/SOHC
Power 79bhp @ 4000rpm
Torque 125lb-ft @ 2400rpm
Gearbox 4/5-spd manual/4sp 
automatic
0-60 17.8sec
Top Speed 96mph
MPG 30.3mpg

MARKET NEWS

electrical problems are due to the 
wiring becoming brittle with age and 
heat, leading to broken insulation and 
random short circuits. This is mostly 
tedious rather than expensive to sort 
out but it's not worth taking on a car 
with a bird's nest for a wiring loom 
when better examples are out there. 

VALUES 
The average price for a solid but not 
perfect W123 is around the £5000 
mark for a saloon, £8000 for an estate 
and £10,000 for a coupe. Condition 

£

Verdict – what to buy

If you like the character of the classic Mercedes (and there's a very good chance that you do!) 
there's very little reason not to buy a W123 of some sort. As a classic for 'high days and holidays' 
a 280CE makes a very good case for itself as a lovely way to travel. The estate makes an excellent 
load-lugger, tow vehicle and family cruiser and would be a long-lived, practical and very classic 
machine. Find a diesel if their nature appeals to you or you want to celebrate one of the world's 
most indestructible car/engine combinations. But our seal of approval goes to a straightforward 
230E saloon as the best of all the W123's fine qualities. 

and history has much more impact on 
value than specification, although six-
cylinder petrols and 300Ds are worth 
more than average while two-litre cars 
of either fuel are worth slightly less. 
You could pay £3000 for a saloon and 
come away with a reliable car with 
lots of life in its at a bargain price but 
you'd have to choose carefully. Very 
low-mileage cars or those that have 
been restored can be priced very high 
- £12,000 or even £15,000 for a coupe 
or estate, perhaps £10,000-12,000 
for a saloon. 

W123 Buying guide
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1996 Mercedes-Benz 
SL500

One of the nicest V8 R129s we’ve ever sampled – and with plenty of good options

56 Mercedes DRIVER

I
t’s in top condition 
cosmetically, with perfect 
paint, flawless flanks and 
it’s devoid of dents or dings. 

Green-Black’s a top colour, and it 
really looks the part on this SL500. 
The panoramic roof is flawless, 
without a crack or chip to the 
large expanse of glass above you 
– and it does feel far superiod to 
a standard metal roof. The larger 
AMG alloys and AMG bodykit 
are original, as borne out by the 
datacard, but we’re not sure that 
they’re an improvement over the 
standard setup. The panoramic 
roof and the bumpers were 
repainted in 2015, and it’s hard to 
see any mismatch against the rest 
of the body – the work was well-
considered and well-executed. 

Exclusive Mushroom leather is a 
rare sight, and one which is unfairly 
so. It’s delectable – though rare 
because of the additional cost when 
new. It’s a good job that this interior 
is in excellent condition then, with no 
burns, nicks, tears or splits visible. The 
plastics are in good order, and there’s 
no wear there either. The LCD screens 
on the dash – and the instrument 
binnacle itself – work perfectly with 
no intermittency, and likewise the 
radio and air conditioning controls. 
The windows raise and lower as they 
should. The fitment of the hardtop 
precluded us from examining the 
hood, but we were assured that it is in 
equally good condition. 

The car ran well from a cold start, 
and settled down nicely when warm. 
We have no reason to believe there is 
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BUY THIS CAR FROM: 

Hilton and Moss. Unit 1 
M11 Business Link, Stansted 

CM24 8GF
01279 813907

www.hiltonandmoss.com

"The fi tment 
of the hardtop 
precluded us 

from examining 
the hood, but we 

were assured that 
it is in equally 

good condition.."

anything wrong with it mechanically 
given the way it sounds, pulls, or 
feels.  Under the bonnet everything 
looks spot on, and there’s nothing 
averse to report about the brakes or 
steering systems either. The adaptive 
suspension works well, and it’s 
absolutely spot on to drive. We really 
cannot fault this example. 

For the first eight months of its life 
the car was registered to Mercedes-
Benz, before passing on to a keeper who 
had the car until 2016. Its second private 
owner kept the car until it was traded 
in to Hilton and Moss. The extensive 
service history includes paperwork 
pertaining to the car’s original warranty, 
as well as numerous old MoTs and bills. 
The complete handbook pack and 
service book are also present. While in 
Hilton and Moss’s care, it’s had a service 
and basic recommission work, but has 
needed nothing more.

One to buy

Conclusion
This is not a cheap R129 SL. But then again, it shouldn’t be. It’s one of the best on the 
market, and it has a number of nice options fitted to it. If any R129 deserves to be valued 
strongly, we think this is the car. It’s a top colour scheme too, and in the real world the 
500 is the most powerful engine you’d want. SL60s are ludicrously priced in comparison, 
and SL600s drink far more by dint of the extra cylinders. Buy it, keep it nice, and it will 
appreciate over time. 

£ Mileage: 51,092 miles
Price: £29,750
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1979 Mercedes-Benz 
350SL

A top class example of the next investment SL
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C
osmetically it’s 
excellent, with not 
a crease or ripple to 
be seen and no poor 

matches on the Silver Green paint. 
It’s got good chrome too, with no 
signs of blemishes on any piece 
that we could see. We’re not sure 
that we like the spoiler – early 
R107s look so much cleaner 
without it, though it’s possible to 
strength the point on the bigger 
V8s and the later cars. The alloys 
are in perfect order, and shod 
with matching tyres with plenty of 
tread remaining. 

Saffron cloth is an undeniably 
70s choice – but this is a 1970s 
car and it works well against the 
Silver Green bodywork. And it’s 
in perfect condition. The seats 

are lovely and squishy, with good 
vinyl as well as the nice original 
cloth and plastics. The wood is in 
excellent condition, and all the 
equipment works as intended. 
The carpeted luggage shelf behind 
the seats looks to be in very good 
condition, either having been 
refurbished or simply never used in 
the first place. It’s a car that feels 
very good overall – not new, but 
like a three year old example might. 
It’s had new door and A-pillar seals 
recently, which when combined 
with the excellent hood should 
make it snug if the weather turns 
nasty. 

This car was warm when 
we reached it, as it had been 
moved out to help with our lead 
photoshoot prior to our arrival. 
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BUY THIS CAR FROM: 

Hilton and Moss. Unit 1 
M11 Business Link, Stansted 

CM24 8GF
01279 813907

www.hiltonandmoss.com

"It’s a car that 
feels very 

good– like a 
three year old 

example might."

But it ran well when warm and we 
have no reason to believe it would 
be any worse when cold. Under 
the bonnet everything looks spot 
on, and it feels it from behind 
the wheel. It pulls properly, the 
steering and brakes and nice, and 
it’s one of the nicest-riding R107s 
we’ve driven. If you’ve only ever 
driven tired examples this car will 
be a revelation.

The car’s first owner kept it 
for eight years, before selling to a 
trader in 1987. The full and original 
handbook set with service book 
shows service history until it was 
sold, and there is more recent 
history too in the form of bills. Its 
next keeper kept it until 2015, 
followed by its third. The V5 lists 
four keepers, because the trader 
had registered the car in his name 
approximately thirty years ago. 
It’s been in storage until recently 
– recommissioned and serviced by 
Hilton and Moss ready for sale. 

One to buy

Conclusion
It’s a period piece, not only in its colour scheme but in its condition – this car could almost 
be new, right down to the plastic protecting the carpets when we drove it. If you’ve got this 
sort of money to spend and you want a nice R107 SL then this is the car for you, most won’t 
miss the extra size of the larger V8s and will appreciate the purity of this original spec car. 
Silver Green sets the lines off well too – and this is a car that if kept in this condition is sure 
to appreciate significantly in future. 

£ Mileage: 28,646miles
Price: £37,950
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W
e can’t fault the 
way this car looks. 
Hilton and Moss 
bought it fresh 

from a very good restoration, and 
even with their attitude toward 
concours finished decided it 
would be hard to improve on this 
car. However, small things like 
the sill covers were incorrect – 
instead of the correct MB6171 
finish, they had been painted 
body colour. This has now been 
rectified. The Pagoda top is also in 
good condition, with no chips or 
scuffs and with perfect glass. The 
wheels are in good condition with 
excellent hubcaps and good tyres 
– matching, with lots of tread.

A recent retrim in the correct blue 
vinyl looks the part, and the seats 

feel as if they were re-foamed at the 
same time. It looks good against the 
white paintwork, which is in equally 
perfect condition. The wood has been 
relacquered – both the oddment tray 
and the stuff on top of the dash – while 
a shiny new Caliber period-look radio 
has been fitted. This means modern 
tunes with a more classic style, and 
not only does it look good but it works 
well. The headlining in the hard top is 
in excellent condition too – and while 
its fitment precluded an examination 
of the folding hood, we’re assured that 
this is in as good a condition as the rest 
of the car.  

We didn’t get chance to drive the 
car when cold, as it had to be moved 
down from the company’s upstairs 
storage facility for us to test. But it 
ran well when warm and we have 
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BUY THIS CAR FROM: 

Hilton and Moss. Unit 1 
M11 Business Link, Stansted 

CM24 8GF
01279 813907

www.hiltonandmoss.com

"The dealer 
bought it fresh 

from a very 
good restoration, 

and decided it 
would be hard 

to improve."

no reason to believe it would be any 
worse when cold. It looks spot on 
under the bonnet, much like it drives 
– this is an absolutely spot on Pagoda. 
It pulls unexpectedly well for a 2.3-
litre, doubtless owing to the relative 
lightness when compared to the later 
280s. It brakes and corners well too – 
all in, an excellent example.

It’s believed that the car spent some 
time in France from 2002 to 2010, 
looking in the history folder – a chunk 
of the file is in French. The history file 
shows an extensive history of bills 
prior to 1996. Further bills during 
2015 and 2016 indicate upwards of 
thirty thousand pounds were spent 
on restoration work then. In 2015 
there was a full engine rebuild totalling 
£5000, with a further £1782 spent 
the following year. There’s a flash 
drive in the history file with several 
photographs from the restoration 
included. The V5 lists a total of six 
former keepers. 

One to buy

Conclusion
The 230SL is arguably the purest Pagoda of the bunch, and purity is reinforced in this 
instance by the beautiful white coachwork. As a right hand drive automatic, it’s the car the 
market wants most, and it’s in a condition that is so close to perfect that most of us couldn’t 
tell the difference – it is only when compared to concours cars that you could pick holes. 
The period-look radio is a nice touch too – it doesn’t seem out of place but it brings with 
it lots of modern functionality. It’s certainly a strong price, but it’s a strong car that in our 
opinion warrants every penny of it.

£ Mileage: 81,194 miles
Price: £109,500
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Words: Justin Lazic

Market
Analysis
This month’s auction results and market trends, 

brought to you by auctioneer and market 
expert Justin Lazic 
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A
pril-May 2018 saw a 
big turnout of classic 
Mercedes at auction in 
the UK – a total of 54 

offered, with 34 sold: a sale rate 
of 63 per cent. Comparing this 
with the past three years’ worth of 
results, this was an above-average 
return.

The only car to crack £100,000 
was an ultra-rare, one of 25 in RHD 
2008 CLK63 AMG Black showing 
just 4,000 miles, sold at Silverstone 
on 18 May at The Wing for £112,500 
including premium and VAT.

This particular car might have 
attracted the highest nominal value, 
but by far the best weight-for-age 
standout this month was the very 
similar 2007 CL63 AMG offered by 
Historics at Brooklands a day later. 
Finished in Midnight Blue having 
covered a more realistic 25,000 
miles, it achieved £22,960, a perfect 
balance between purchaser value 
and value realised, given tough 
market conditions for second hand S 
Class coupes of all generations since 
the W111/112.

This particular vehicle was most 
of the CLK Black for a fraction of its 
price yet achieved the most for any 
S Class coupe offered this year for 
its age – a moment of true market 
harmony.

Historics were as usual the most 
active house for Mercedes, with 24 
offered and 15 sold – a solid return.

Of particular interest at 
Brooklands was a model which for 
many years has promised much but 
delivered indifferently: an R107 
560SL.

Contrary to some beliefs in the 
wider world, the 560SL was in fact 
the third most prolific of all R107 
models, with 49,347 produced 
during its model span of 1985-1989, 
out of a total production of 300,175 
(including the SLC models).

Therefore, the 560SL is not the 
rare prospect many believe it to 
be – the rarest R107 of all is the 

"It achieved 
£22,960, a 

perfect balance 
between 

purchaser 
value and value 

realised."

420SL, with just 2,148 produced. 
One of these appeared at SWVA and 
achieved £8,768 – pretty good value 
for a V8-engined R107.

What the 560SL definitely is 
however is exotic, having never been 
UK-delivered when new, making 
every car an import by necessity. 
The the Signal Red example at 
Historics was fitted at sale with an 
MPH speedometer and showed just 
79,000 miles, however it was left 
hand drive.

Closer inspection revealed US 
impact bumpers fitted as per original 
spec, but interestingly these had 
been painted in the same colour as 
the body to minimise their visual 
impact. Whilst the author is known 
for a stance of absolute originality 
on classic Mercedes models, this 
solution is to be admired for its 
intent to improve the appearance 
of what can be a much-criticized 
feature of an otherwise desirable 
model. It achieved £15,680 
which was double the price of the 
aforementioned 420SL – a big ratio 
in V8 SL terms.

Another notable entrant in the 
SL stable was the 1990 R129 500SL 
offered by SWVA on 27 April in 
Poole, which achieved £6,247. 
Finished in Blue-Black Metallic with 
Mushroom leather, and showing 
99,000 miles, this model was an 
ultra-rare early "pre-cat" R129 
which had the benefit of factory-

Words: 
Justin Lazic
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deleted catalytic converters – the 
last of its type.

The fastest ever production car 
Mercedes-Benz had ever produced 
to that point, it represented fantastic 
value and still wore correct original 
8-hole alloy road wheels and – 
importantly – an analogue odometer.

The analogue odometer models 
were phased in the latter stages of 
1994 and it has become a common 
sight to see the 1989-1994 R129 
and W140 models mysteriously 
sporting digial odometers in recent 
years. Buyer beware: anything 
Mercedes produced up to and 
including 1993 was fitted with an 
analogue odometer cluster, and 
most of the 1994 models were as 
well. If in doubt, check with your 
dealer.

Demonstrating how rare good 
examples are now becoming, 
just one W123 was offered at 
auction during this period: a 1982 
200 saloon at Brightwells on 15 
May. Showing 150,000 miles and 
attractively finished in Classic 
White, it achieved £3,696. This was a 
very good result for the vendo as the 
200 saloon model with this range of 
mileage would have averaged £500 
in the trade and £1,500 privately 
in the past five years. So often the 
truism holds that as things become 
harder to find, people will compete 
to pay more for them.

Also in saloon car world was an 
immensely attractive W124 260E 
at Historics, ambitiously estimated 
at £10,000-14,000 and achieving 
a still well above average £7,840, 
it showed just 15,000 kilometers 
from new as a Japanese import 
still yet to wear UK number plates. 
Again, market values for 124 saloons 
appear to be on the rise – but only 
for the very best examples at this 
stage.

We conclude this month with a 
look at H&H's return to The Pavilion 
Gardens in Buxton, a much-loved 
venue which hadn't seen auction 
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220SE
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600SL

560SL
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E55 AMG
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SL320 
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300CE

420SL
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200
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SL500
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Result including
premium and VAT

£112,500

£81,000

£92,813

£33,750 

£15,282
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£12,880

£3,962

£8,400

£22,960

£31,360

£53,204
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£15,680

£19,880

£17,360

£3,509

£5,094

£1,904 

£3,522

£8,438 

£1,750

£2,576

£4,110

£8,768

£3,836

£5,370

£6,247 

£3,696

£17,696

£1,848

£6,160

£3,080

£2,218
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The Wing, Silverstone
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Brooklands Museum
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Leominster Classic & Vintage
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action since 2015. Only a handful of 
Mercedes were offered, the pick of 
which was a 1997 SL320, achieving 
£8,438. R129s were long regarded 
as a staple of that venue's sales – it 
will be interesting to see if history 
repeats as it returns to regular use in 
the coming months or years.

As always, research your 
preferred model prior to bidding 
and keep a close eye on recent sold 
results in reports such as this – guide 
prices are, as the name indicates, for 
indication only.

"What the 560SL 
defi nitely is however 

is exotic, having 
never been UK-

delivered when new."
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 A
s you will have read during 
Sam’s introduction to 
our new Mercedes 190E 
project car, the start of our 

journey together didn’t begin well. I 
feel sorry for the old girl. She fought 
hard to get us home but its lack of 
cooling spelled the end of that. I can 
happily report that now she is firing 
on all cylinders and once again 
happy, so what happened? 

Sam’s efforts to bring the Merc 
back to life were very-much 
welcomed. He’d all but fully cured 
the Merc’s issues but a second 
opinion from a professional helped 
put our minds at rest. After all, we 
want to ensure that each Kelsey fleet 
car is safe for anyone to drive, no 
matter how mechanically savvy the 
occupant is. Local garage TW Autos 
took care of the work and within a 
couple of hours, we received a phone 
call saying that what was left of the 
problem was diagnosed and fixed. 

With the car on the ramp, it was a 
great opportunity to take a look at the 
underside to see the condition of the 
vehicle. To be truthful, the underside 
was pretty much spotless, a few welds 
were noted but they appear to be neat 
and carried out professionally. The 

Project Mercedes

mechanics were quick to note that 
this is a brilliant example and were 
surprised by the £1550 buying price; 
even joking that they’d immediately 
buy it off of us for closer to £2k, 
thanks guys but it’s a no for now! 

Getting down to the issue; The 
final culprit once the leads had been 
replaced was the distributor cap. In 
fact, under inspection of the failed part, 
you can see green gunk had started 
to build up on all but one of the nuts, 
which is why it had failed. The guys 
commented that under road inspection 
the car felt as good as new with a 
replacement cap. I’m less convinced.

For a 2.6-litre straight-six producing 

Words: Matthew Bell
Pics: Matthew Bell, Paul Wager

Left: Solid on 
the ramp – new 
distributor cap 
has solved the 
running fault.

"The fi nal 
culprit once 

the leads had 
been replaced 

was the 
distributor cap."

roughly 170bhp, I’m surprised by 
its lacklustre performance under 
initial throttle. From a standing start 
the car feels utterly gutless, pin the 
throttle and after a few seconds of 
hesitancy, the car jerks slightly and 
you accelerate as you would expect. 
During some research, it seems that 
the 190E was designed to start off in 
2nd gear, which would explain why it 
feels slow initially and then picks up. 
It’s a fairly easy fix, though; you can 
adjust the spring within the gear-lever 
housing for it to start off in 1st gear. It 
may also be the case that the throttle 
cable and kick down cable need 
adjusting; further inspection is needed 
on this front though. 

Once at speed the Merc drives 
beautifully; very smooth, utter 
comfort and no issues with keeping 
up with regular traffic on the roads. 
All in all it’s a brilliant buy. The next 
immediate issue, however, was the 
heater unit. As Sam pointed out in the 
initial introduction in the last issue, 
while trying to cool the car down I 
turned the heaters on full, only to 
find out the unit itself didn’t work. 
Part of that was a lack of coolant, but 
the heater unit itself wasn’t working 
properly – time to rectify that.

Matt’s fi nished sorting the running issue 
– and replaced the dodgy heater

Mercedespt2
Project
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Fitting the new heater
Group Editor of Classic Car Buyer and Classic Car 
Mart, Paul Wager, knows a thing or two about 
old German cars having previously been editor of 
BMW Car some years back and helped me pull the 
dashboard apart to find the correct part number in 
order for us to order the part. In fact, by the time I’d 
got back to my desk, Paul had got off the phone with 
a Mercedes dealership who had wholeheartedly 
apologised for not stocking a brand new 190E heater 
unit in their parts department but had ordered a 
replacement part from Germany ready for next day 
delivery. Efficiency at its finest. What impressed me 
was the customer service; apologising for not stocking 
a part for a car that hasn’t been produced for 20 years! 
It’s worth noting here that those looking for a project 
Mercedes, or working on one, should seek what 
parts are available from Mercedes directly.We were 
surprised to learn that the heater unit from Mercedes 
was half the price of items listed on eBay! Other items 
can be similarly cheap.

Changing the heater unit was easy enough as 
me and Paul both followed a rough guide found on 
YouTube. Here’s a step by step process as to how to 
do it: upon opening the ashtray, you’ll see two screws 
holding it in place. Remove both these screws and the 
ashtray will slide out of place revealing the connecting 
wires, you’ll need to remove these too. The upper air 
vents would usually pull out revealing two further 
screws, ours were missing but you would normally 
need to remove these. 

All three heater knobs need to be removed, as well as 
the lamps. Then, with a large socket, remove the bolts 
in place. A screw, either side of the under-dash (both 
passenger and driver side), is holding the remainder of 
the dash in place. Remove these and slide the console 
out. This will reveal the heater unit which is held in place 
by two white plastic clips either side. Disconnect the 
wire control cable from the fan switch and the electrical 
connector and fan switch. Replace the part and repeat 
the instructions above in reverse. It’s a fairly fiddly job, 
one that you could do by yourself, but much easier with 
someone else to help pull the dash off. 

From over a month ago when we picked up a car 
that had catastrophically overheated and had a heater 
that wouldn’t work, we now have a car that’s very 
comfortable to drive and can demist the windows. Next 
up is to take a look at the gearbox spring and throttle 
cable to help spruce up acceleration. 

Project Mercedes

Right: Console 
out, the heater 
box can be 
swapped.
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O
nce upon a time, spark 
plugs were supposed 
to be cleaned and 
regapped every six 

months/6000 miles, and renewed 
annually. Nowadays that’s 
unnecessary, partly because the 
plugs themselves are better made.  
Fuel, too, is better.  The main 
change, though, is in the massively 
improved and much more efficient 
combustion process of modern cars. 
Fuel is burnt more efficiently and 
more constantly, meaning far less 
need to clean/change plugs – 24, 
36 and even 48,000 mile intervals 
aren’t unusual. 

There are, though, a couple of 
sort-of downsides to all this. Firstly, 
because plugs don’t need to come 
out so often, they don’t need to be 
as accessible. Secondly – and this is 
where care is needed – a plug which 
hasn’t been out of an alloy cylinder 

head in three years could well be a 
bit tight to get out. You can’t, though, 
go too mad on trying, as if the plug is 
reluctant to come out when using a 
standard length socket handle, using 
something longer might result in a 
stripped plug thread and massive 
complications.  In cases like this, 
it’s worth trying a little penetrating 
oil an hour or two beforehand – or 
better still, allow it to soak round 
overnight. 

Then go a bit easy with the 
plug spanner – a quick ‘jolt’ may 
possibly shock an otherwise tight 
plug out, but it may also crack the 
top off, and while clearly that’s 
not an issue if the plugs are being 
renewed anyway, and it’s also 
hardly a budget-buster if not, it 
does of course mean that the plug 
in question now HAS to come out, 
and the car can’t really be driven 
anywhere else for this to be done…

Below: Spark 
plugs aren’t 
always easy to 
remove, but you 
still need to go 
carefully if you 
want to avoid 
damage…

Sparking Success

Technical Tips

Compare 
and 
Contrast 
Here’s a simple tip which 
probably comes into the 
category of ‘good practice’ 
and takes only a few seconds, 
but is often overlooked. When 
you’re replacing something 
such as a brake disc, ball 
joint or something else on 
which there are several 
similar-looking ‘variations’, 
always spend a few seconds 
comparing the old and new 
part, to make 100% certain 
that they are a totally correct 
match. Look for the less 
obvious differences too – with 
a brake disc for example, 
check the diameters and ‘top 
hat’ dimensions match, but 
don’t forget to try the stud 
hole spacing as well; things like 
this can and do get changed, 
and while these days it’s 
relatively unlikely that a part 
which has been manufactured 
incorrectly will get through to 
a customer, it’s certainly not 
unknown. 

I’ve known people spend, 
literally, hours trying to ‘make 
something fit’ when the 
simple, basic truth is that the 
part they are trying to put 
on is not the same as the one 
they’ve taken off…
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Words: Peter Simpson

Water or coolant?
Above: Damp 
front carpets may 
indicate a leaking 
windscreen seal 
or a failing heater 
matrix/radiator. 
Fixing the latter 
is usually a 
dash-out job on 
Mercedes cars, 
and even more 
complicated if 
aircon’s involved.

D
amp front footwells are 
a common complaint 
on older cars, and one 
which it pays to sort out, 

because besides being annoying, 
water in constant contact with the 
floor promotes corrosion. It can also 
cause electrical problems, as these 
days it’s fairly common for electronic 
control units and the like to go under 
the front seats as by and large this 
is the safest place for them. That 
doesn’t apply though if there’s lots of 
water sploshing about too, and don’t 
forget that the sponge-like sound 
deadening material found under 
modern car carpets can hold an 
enormous amount of water.

It is, though, worth bearing in mind 
that while moisture in front footwells 
may be rainwater, it’s also quite 
possible for it to be coolant that’s 
escaping via a leaking heater matrix. 
This is positioned under the dash so 
that hot air which has passed through 
it can be projected up to the screen 
or down to the floor, but this means 
that if the matrix is leaking, coolant 
escaping from it will probably end up 

where the air is meant to go!
There are a few ways of telling 

what’s happening in cases like 
this. One – obviously – is a loss of 
coolant which has no underbonnet 
explanation. You can also feel the 
difference if you rub the coolant/
water that’s escaped between your 
fingers; coolant with anti-freeze added 
feels slippery compared to water. 
Smell is also a clue – warn coolant 
that’s escaping has a rather unpleasant 
smell that’s a lot stronger than pure 
water. And finally, you should be able 
to see the anti-freeze colouring in the 
coolant.

A leaking heater radiator on a 
Mercedes is generally bad news as 
renewal is generally a dash-out job, 
and while it’s not always difficult 
technically, it is fiddly and time-
consuming. It’s also apt to be especially 
involved on more upmarket models 
with complex heater/ventilation 
systems, as the matrix has to sit in the 
centre of all the pipework. Certainly 
something to watch (and feel) for 
when buying a car that’s cheap now 
but was expensive new…

Clean 
before 
fitting… 
Talking – as we were earlier 
in passing – about brake 
discs, new brake discs should 
always be cleaned prior to 
fitting, using a proprietory 
brake cleaner – never use 
a conventional engine-
type degreaser with brake 
components. That’s because 
many manufacturers apply 
a light – and often invisible – 
coating to the friction surfaces, 
to prevent them from rusting 
during storage. As the metal 
is unpainted, this would 
otherwise happen in a matter 
of weeks – think about what 
happens when you leave a car 
unused for even a month or 
so! No-one would buy a ‘new’ 
disc with visible corrosion, 
and parts can sit on stockists 
shelves for a year or more 
in some cases, so to prevent 
problems, the disc is coated. 
This should, of course, be 
referred to in any instructions 
with the discs, but when did 
you last actually read those? 
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T
hough many old school 
classic car enthusiasts 
dislike electronics on 
cars, and believe it’s made 

DIY fault-finding much harder, 
the ability to plug in a Fault Code 
Reader (FCR) and be told by the FCR 
what’s going on actually makes life 
easier in many ways.

However it’s not wise to rely on 
the FCR to the extent of buying 
an expensive new component just 
because the FCR it says that’s where 
the fault lies, without first doing a bit 
of checking. Specifically, few FCRs 
can differentiate between a failed 
component and a failed connection 
into or out of it. It’s also a fact 
that, according to most electronic 

component reconditioners, around 
30-40% of the parts that they take 
in for rebuilding are in working order 
and have therefore almost certainly 
been condemned due to incorrect 
diagnosis.

So before renewing that 
supposedly-defective sensor, air mass 
meter or fuel pump, have a look at the 
plug-in wiring connection. Wiggling 
a few wires – you may find the fault 
then disappears. It’s also worth using 
a bit of switch-cleaner on a plug-in 
connector, as although these are 
meant to be sealed against moisture 
ingress, things can deteriorate and 
work loose with age, and sometimes a 
failing rubber can, rather than keeping 
the damp out, trap it inside… 

Above: Always 
rule out any 
chance of a 
connection 
problem before 
condemning 
an electronic 
component; fault 
code readers 
have difficulty 
differentiating 
between them!

Wiggle wiggle wiggle…

Bolt in 
the hole..
Mercedes-Benz were 
among the earliest users 
of fuel injection instead of 
carburettors, and of course 
injection operates at far, far 
higher pressures. More to the 
point, it’s usually active as soon 
as ignition is switched on. It’s 
therefore sensible, whenever 
you disconnect a fuel feed pipe, 
that you plug it firmly in some 
way; just in case someone 
should turn the ignition on 
while it’s still disconnected.  
You may not be the sort who 
would do that, but most of us 
have ‘friends’ who maybe aren’t 
quite so savvy, and  such people 
have a habit of turning up at 
exactly the wrong moment, and 
then staying. I once had one 
such who, after I’d told him for 
the 14th time that “I really need 
to concentrate now”, plonked 
himself inside the car I was 
working on and turned on the 
ignition so he could listen to the 
radio. He left the garage a few 
seconds after I explained why 
that really wasn’t such a good 
idea...

What you use depends 
on the type of system being 
worked on, as some work at 
higher pressures than others. 
As you can see, a bolt was a 
good tight fit in this case and 
with the original fixing clip still 
in place and closed around it, 
it did the job fine.

Technical Tips
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B
eing fairly heavy 
cars, most Mercedes 
benefit from new 
shock absorbers every 

100,000 miles or so – even if an 
MoT hasn’t picked up a ‘failable’ 
fault. In fact, the official Mot test 
is a pretty rudimentary check of 
performance – a shocker can be 
significantly softer than it should 
be, but provided no significant 
fluid leak can be seen, it will still 
pass. 

Contrary to popular belief, 
the primary function of a car’s 
shock absorbers isn’t anything 
to do with driver or passenger 
comfort. Rather, shock absorbers 
are there to keep the wheels in 
contact with the road, and thus 
make the car controllable under 
all conditions. Without shock 
absorbers the wheels would lose 
contact regularly, and when this 
happens, steering and braking are 
impossible. It therefore follows 
that weak shock absorbers will 
impact on a car’s high-speed 
braking and steering capability; 
this is why shock absorbers are 
safety-critical components. 

Timely renewal therefore makes 
sense, provided the cost isn’t 
astronomical. In most cases it is 
realistic, though the self-levelling 
rear shockers on some Mercedes 
estates are very pricy – something 
to be aware of if you’re offered 
one of these at what seems a 
bargain price. The actual change 
is generally fairly straightforward 
and most owners should be able 
to do a complete set in a day, 
though you may encounter a 
rusted-up nut or three – keep 
a can of penetrating oil handy! 
Shock absorbers should always 
be replaced as an axle set – never 
individually – and ideally do all 
four. You also need a decent trolley 

Shock Improvement!

jack and axle stands, a full range of 
hand tools and a workshop manual 
– the precise process does vary 
somewhat.

What doesn’t vary, though, is 
the difference in a cars ride and 
handling characteristics that will be 
bought about by replacing a high 
mileage set of shockers. You may 
well not have realised anything 
was wrong before the change, 
but I promise that you’ll notice 
a very significant sharpening-up 
afterwards! 

Clockwise from main: Fitting new shock absorbers to 
a higher-mileage Mercedes usually makes a dramatic 
improvement to a car’s ride and handling…; Most shock 
absorber swaps are straightforward if you have a good 
workshop manual and some decent lifting/supporting kit. You 
may come across the odd seized nut/bolt, though Mercedes 
quality means it’s less likely than on some cars; This one, 
though, is unlikely to be seized, but you may have problems 
stopping the shocker piston from turning with the nut. If so, 
and the shocker is definitely being renewed anyway, just use 
a pair of grips.

TIP 
OF THE MONTH



Smooth operator
‘Baby Benz’ a welcome return to Mercedes ownership
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W
hen I decided to buy 
anotherMercedes 
in 2015, I didn’t plan 
on getting a W201. I 

had goodmemories of an R129-series 
SL500 I had run ten years before, 
but this time I was after a C124 
Coupé. I found the four-pot E220 
underwhelming though, while the 
‘sixes’ I saw were in disappointing 
condition. So what about the 
190E 2.6, I wondered, the model 
described by Robert Cumberford as 
“the connoisseur’s 190”? I started 
looking around in France, where I 
live, and over the border in Germany. 
And so, in February 2016, I found 
myself on a train to Aachen …

All the indications were very 
positive: the car had been owned 

Above: The 
190 on display 
at a car show at 
Meudon, just 
outside Paris, in 
summer 2017

by one family from new and had 
covered barely 30,000 miles. The 
dealer selling it sent me a huge 
portfolio of photographs and even 
a paint thickness chart for every 
panel on the car! It had recently 
been recommissioned, with a new 
head gasket and oil seals, radiator, 
thermostat and fan, as well as 

replacement brake discs and pads.
On top of this, the2.6 automatic 

– an early post-facelift model from 
November 1988 – was very nicely 
equipped. Finished in Astral Silver 
with the rare option of Anthracite 
velour upholstery, it had some choice 
extras, including air conditioning, 
electric sunroof and front windows, 
alloy wheels and itsoriginal Becker 
Grand Prix radio.

We soon struck a deal, with the 
dealer throwing in a new set of tyres 
and taking care of the German export 
paperwork. Driving 250 miles home 
in snow was unexpected, but the 190 
coped very well. Shortly afterwards, 
it passed its first French technical 
inspection with no advisories and was 
registered in its new homeland.

“I didn’t plan 
on getting a 
W201. I was 
after a C124 

Coupé...."
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1988 Mercedes 190E 2.6
Mileage: 55,856km

First instalmentJulian Parish Contributor

My‘Baby Benz’ was ready to enjoy 
straightaway, but I wanted it to be better 
still. The 15-hole wheels were looking 
a bit tired, so I had them refurbed, 
while a new insulation pad smartened 
up the engine bay. An alignment check 
saw the steering wheel re-set to the 
correct position straight-ahead. The 
big single windscreen wiper and one 
of the headlamp wipers also needed 
adjustment. 

With the chance to drive the car a 
bit more, I soon came to appreciate 
its blissfully smooth 2.6-litre engine, 
comfortable ride and decent fuel 
consumption (over 30mpg on a 
run). I love the 190’s understated 
appearance, while its compact 
dimensions areideal for the narrow 
country roads around my home. 

The extra miles broughta couple 
of problemsto light. A clonk from the 
rear end was traced to a seized shock 
absorber, which had to be replaced. 
The trip meter jammed (no, I didn’t 
try it to zero it when the car was 
moving!). The electric adjustment for 
the passenger door mirror failed, but 
replacing the mirror was an easy job. 
The air conditioning was pretty weak, 
but I waited another year to overhaul 
the system and convert it to use 
R134a refrigerant. 

Over the past 12 months, the 
car has mainly needed only routine 
servicing, with one unscheduled 
repair after the transmission began to 
jolt when moving between Reverse 
and Drive. It turned out that the 
plastic bushings in the linkage had 
disintegrated: the parts cost just £12 
but replacing them was an expensive 
six-hour job.The brittle plastic clips 
securing the rear door cards and 
passenger seat base trim had also 
snapped at some time in the past, but 
d:class automotive in Surrey did a 
fantastic job repairing them.

With the 190 now in great shape, 
I’m looking forward to attending some 
carshowsand touring Normandy with 
itthis summer – more on that in a 
future issue!

Right: 90-degree service position for 
bonnet gives great access to engine 
bay



In Pieces
After it broke his heart, someone’s destroyed Sam’s Merc

82 Mercedes DRIVER

W
ho doesn't love a bit 
of schadenfreude? 
After I swapped 
my coupe for 

editor Skelton’s TE, he gave me a 
demonstration of how to unfold the 
rear seats, ripping his new trousers 
on the tow bar as he did so. As the 
wool was torn helplessly from its 
seams, I howled with laughter. 
Little did I know I was going to 
pay for that, and pay dearly. 

My first two weeks of ownership 
went well. I enjoyed pointing the 
three pointed star at things and 
powering out of the bends, making 
every trip to the shops feel like a 
Teutonic crusade. The car wasn’t 
without its critics, though. My 
girlfriend unfavourably compared 
its colour scheme to a tin of 
Vaseline. Given what the car did to 

me, Vaseline could have made the 
experience less painful... 

The running fault that Skelton and 
I both felt was a MAF sensor was 
getting worse. I took it to my local 
mechanic who looks after my “fleet” 
for his opinion on the issue. “It’s 
probably the wiring the loom.” he said, 
looking at me as if I was certifiable for 
buying this troubled tin of lubricant.

The infamous biodegradable 
wiring loom is a bit like that tiny 
little hole in the bottom of Darth 
Vader’s Death Star that led to 
its destruction. One fairly small 
oversight from the designers that 
turned out to be a fatal flaw. It’s a 
flaw so well known, I kicked myself 
for not thinking of it sooner. The 
original had been replaced at some 
stage, which I thought ruled issues 
out and so had Skelton. However, 
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“Every panel 
had been 

stoved in and 
one of the tyres 

slashed."

1992 Mercedes Benz 280TE
Mileage: 202,132

Final instalment

Above: 
Unexpected rot 
was only the 
start...

Sam Mace Contributor

digging a little further into the 
engine bay revealed multi plugs that 
led to nowhere, dangling carefree 
under the radiator. In some places 
Sellotape had been used in place of 
insulation tape. What looked like a 
new loom was in fact only a partial 
replacement, and what was left of 
the old stuff was in a dire state.

This wasn’t a disaster. Good wiring 
looms can be found. While it was 
in the workshop, I asked if the car 
could be raised up so I could see 
the underside more clearly. I saw 
underneath before I agreed to buy 
it, and it seemed solid. Now I had the 
chance to properly admire it. It had 
been well undersealed, and no rust 
was showing through it...Apart from 
one two pence piece sized bubble 
near the offside sill. 

I gave this a gentle poke. Half a 
second later, a chunk of underseal 
and rust was covering my shoes 
with dust. We spotted several more 
innocuous bubbles which all did 
pretty much the same thing as the 
first when disturbed. 

As the colour began draining 
from my face, my mechanic asked if 
I had checked under the sill covers. 
The underside looked so clean that 
I hadn’t bothered. Looking through 
the jacking point covers revealed 
metal so rotten that it could have 
been salvaged from a 100-year-old 
shipwreck. In some places the metal 
was completely absent. 

As somebody who has owned 
Rover 800s and old Jaguars, I can 
cope with electrical faults and I 
can cope with rust. What I can’t 
cope with is both at the same time. 
I decided to do the honourable 
thing, and make it somebody else’s 
problem.  Once it was listed for sale 
online, the real fun started. All kinds 
of people came out of the woodwork 
making me offers, but all turned out 
to be time wasters. 

Eventually, a buyer who seemed 
genuine made me a good offer 
- enough for me to get most of 
my investment back. On the eve 

of collection day, I walked to the 
Mercedes to put it on the drive 
way. I’d taken to parking it round 
the corner from my house, to 
keep numbers down on my shared 
driveway. What I found was a 
shocking level of vandalism. We’re not 
just talking a key dragged down the 
side or the three pointed star ripped 
off, but every panel had been stoved 
in and one of the tyres slashed. 

Fortunately the buyer still wanted 
to see it, and I let him take it away for 
a pittance. I don’t know if the car will 
go back on the road. And after all it 
put me through, I don’t really care. 
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 FORM
David’s experiences away from Mercedes have brought him 

back, with this newly acquired CLK

 I
have only had this Mercedes 
CLK320 for a short time, it replaces 
a disastrous foray into British 
car ownership that over three 

years, bankrupted me... sadly, I'm not 
joking! Before, I was a serial Mercedes 
botherer having had: SL500s, and a 
variety of S-Classes with all manner 
of engine sizes, I love Mercedes and 
have always had good luck with them.

I was looking for a convertible to 
replace a much loved MX-5: I always 
take my dogs with me and an MX-5 
is no good for two dogs to lay on the 
same seat. There were two for sale 
locally, one private, one trade. The 
private car was older, had done many 
more miles and was much tattier 
outside. Strangely, the chap selling it 
seemed to value it slightly higher than 
its weight in gold so I bought the one 
from the dealer!

It had been traded in for a newer 
Mercedes after 14 years in the same 
hands and had been looked after.. but, 
as we all know, when a new car is on 
the horizon, maintenance tends to 
get a bit slack. And so it proved: first 
day I had it, tried to shut the roof and 
the handle fell off in my hand! It took 
me half a day to work out what was 
what, drill out broken rivets, replace 
linkages and put it all back together. It 
took that long as I took the dogs for a 
walk midway through doing the job as 
I needed a ‘think' about it!

Then it rained. A new novel feature 

in any car was found: swimming floor 
mats in the passenger side. Yup, blocked 
drains in the air vents, took apart and 
got a load of mud and about a gallon 
of water out - I kept the mud as I had 
previously cleaned out the wheelarches 
and got another cubic acre of finest 
English countryside out. While under 
the arches, I waxoyled it all, I like waxoyl!

One thing that I was aware needed 
changing was the serpentine belt, it 
was worn on the inside edge and really, 
I should have taken more notice of that 
fact.. On the way to take the pictures 
for this feature, we had a 'failure to 
proceed!'. I uttered the immortal 
words to my friend Mark: 'watch this!' 
as I pressed the accelerator pedal 
vigorously. There was a slight 'bang' 
and a battery light came on along with 
heavy steering etc... yes, the belt had 
tired of doing its job and departed 
for pastures new. AA to the rescue 
and amazingly, they had not only the 
belt, but also the pulley. Oddly, it was 
the same chap that came out to me a 
month earlier when the British heap 
failed for the final time. Ho hum...

The dogs love it, they have the 
space in the back to do their thing: 
Phoebe (the old black lab) lays down 
in comfort, while Chester (the stupid 
Basset thing) stcks his head over the 
side and watches the world pass by,  
occasionally making comment to other 
dogs as he glides by in the comfort of 
his chauffeur driven Mercedes!

Right: David's 
CLK is a 
welcome relief 
after a foray 
into British car 
ownership

1999 Mercedes CLK 320David Towers

Return to
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A
s mentioned last 
month, on 28th May, 
the online 190E 
group Mercedes-190.

co.uk held their 9th annual 
West Midlands Meet, attracting 
over 100 cars. A celebration 
of all things of the Sacco era, 
and everything either side the 
cars on offer were not all the 
usual standard examples. Many 
modified and even a 190E with 
a Sharpie drawn paint job, it was 
pretty interesting to see how 
owners personalise their cars. Of 
course, there were some stunning 
original examples of W201 as 
well as a glorious 51,000 mile 
C107 280SLC, which won the 
prize for the most original car. 
Also on show was a very rare 
W126 560SEL AMG – with Aero 
2 body kit and dash mounted 
Sony TV, this would have been 

September. Last year the turnout 
was very good for a first event – so 
for any W201 owners, this one 
should be a must!

Back with the Mercedes Benz 
Club and the show season is now 
in full flow, with breakfast meeting 
and weekend classic car shows 
being attended by the club. On 
bank holiday Monday, the West 
Yorkshire region attended the 
annual show at Ripley Castle in 
Harrogate. Next month we look 
forward to the National Concours 
at Milton Keynes, which I will be 
attending but not entering and 
also our highlight regional show 
of the year on Father’s Day (17th 
June) at Castle Howard in North 
Yorkshire. Anyone that hasn’t been 
to this venue before, I’d encourage 
to come along as the turnout is 
usually massive – and the house 
isn’t bad either. 

quite a car when originally 
delivered by Yanase in Japan. 

Organised by father and son 
team Robbie and Rhys Mangat, the 
West Midlands event is an annual 
success, and with next year being 
the 10th anniversary it promises 
to be even bigger, with some even 
crazier Stuttgart metal. Their 
next meeting will be at Mercedes 
Benz world at Brooklands on 2nd 

CLUB NEWS
The latest from the Mercedes Benz Club and the 190 community

"It was pretty 
interesting to see how 

owners personalise 
their cars."
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Jack O’Brien Club Editor
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PRICE GUARANTEE - YOU WILL NOT FIND THESE NUMBERS CHEAPER ELSEWHERE OR WE WILL REFUND THE DIFFERENCE!
HYE 28
9 HYE

F85 HYJ

`
IIL 18

JA 3638
TJA 883R
TJA 884R
TJA 881R
JAB 81N
JAC 680V
A864 JAC
JAC 264N
JAC 946V
JAC 687V
JAC 58N
44 JAC

JAD 35V
J777 JAE
TJA 994R
L200 JAH
JAP 17N

JAP 5
X111 JAP
JAR 450N
JAR 35Y
JAR 60N
JAR 50N
JAR 120N
NJA 50N
GJA 50N
JAS 796
J45 ONB
JAS 278

JAS 500N
JAT 140T
JAT 117T
CH15 JAT
JAV 51W
LOJ 4X

JAY 365L
JAY 51N
A199 JAY
A364 JAY
JAY 833N
S26 JAY
S6 JBM

JBX 472N
JCC 152N
JCR 999P
K14 JCR
13 JDD

JDK 228N
JDM 886
Y6 JDT
JDY 200

WA14 JED
J33 EPS
T27 JEF
JEF 55X
JEL 50N
JEL 55S
JEM 41

JE11 NER
J3 NSU
JEP 35H
R777 JEP
JES 53P
JES 1W
RJE 5S

JEY 749Y
JEY 522F
JEY 516F
A1 JFN
5 JGB
JGL 19

I

J

JOG 3R
JOI 8

JOK 765N
JON 49E
JON 53N
JOH 17P

C994 JON
JON 1K
M7 JON
JON 1J
JOS 11L

JOY 376N
JPB 448C
E35 JPD
841 JPX
JR 8891
S50 JRC
Y3 JRE

T709 JRL
532 JRR
JRS 971

JSA 228G
N666 JSD

73 KBP
87 KBP
KBS 5

KCH 74N
B16 KCH
KCL 197
KDG 89
KDG 977
K18 KDJ

69 KE
B19 KEA
KEA 524
K22 KEF

KE15 HAA
KE15 HAS
A445 KEL
KEN 14P
K3 NOC
KEN 5S
KEN 33P

HE15 KEN
2642 KF
8171 KF

LOU 158P
LOU 15N
B10 UTH
LOU 153P
LOU 159P
V21 OUD
59 LOV
LOV 3P
12 LOW
LRS 72
LSA 425
M2 LSB
LSD 578
LSD 823
LSG 48N
LSG 267N
LSP 93

LUC 180X
LUE 5P
LUE 7V

LUG 70P
P30 LUN
LUR 4L
LVA 11

R611 LVE
R618 LVE
LVG 667B

62 LW
LYB 11E
LYC 3E
LYL 3N
LYN 3R
LYN 78P
LYN 814X
LYN 87X
E282 LYN
LYN 223Y

M 63
MAB 682D
MAB 837T
790 MAB

MAB 813Y
M19 BSY

MA13 OOF
MAC 16P
MAC 346V
MAC 15S
M24 CKS
NMA 963T
NMA 660T
MAH 41P
MAH 33D
MAH 41E

C701 MAK
S555 MAK
MAL 338W
MAL 119W
MAL 261W
MAL 357P
V23 MAM
MRR 10W
MAR 63P
MAR 63L
MAR 647E
MAR 771V
MRR 19W
MAR 437V
M425 HAL
MRV 1N
MAR 99K

MAR 100N
MAS 537
MAS 6Y

LFM 454N
MA54 LAH
MAT 235S

M

JSK 204
K10 JSM
A129 JSO
JSR 640
JSV 315
X54 JSX
552 JTA
326 JTB
469 JTO
JUD 68S
JUF 648
JUG 35H
JUK 5W
JUL 16N
JUL 104N

KFC 47
KFM 73

KFV 406S
KFX 538F
111 KGE
58 KGG
KGL 83

B431 KGY
K1 DUM

XK15 SSX
AK15 SED
KK15 SER
KJ 1673
1111 KJ

KJG 898P

KYM 774X

LAB 37T
N914 LAG
N910 LAG
LAL 14W
LAM 88B
LAM 85P
S52 LAN

3 LAT
BUY 14W
LAW 59W
OK15 LAY

LAZ 8
LBF 57
31 LBF

LBK 513
17 LC

LCL 529A
LCL 628A
LDD 87

L

LEA 812E
LEE 5N
LEE 366

AA10 LEE
LEG 6P

LEG 785W
LEG 37T
YEL 499S
LEN 941H
LEN 297P
LEN 181P
LEN 1K

LE05 EXY
M29 LEO

CHOOSE YOUR
INITIALS!!

Prefix Plates
1. First pick letters with

A-E, G, H, J-Y
2. Numbers 1-20 (higher

numbers subject to availability)
3. Add your 3 letters (not I, Q or Z)

example

example

Current Style Plates
1. First pick 2 letters (not I, Q or Z)
2. Choose from 51, 02, 52, 03, 53

04, 54, 05, 55, 06, 56, 07, etc
3. Add 3 letters (not I or Q)

SPRING CLEAROUT
ALL NUMBERS ARE PLUS 20% VAT + £80 TRANSFER FEE

B431 KGY
F486 HWJ
F839 KRM

EFX 369C
FAO 161N
GVG 618K

J973 CRM
LVG 664B

HAH 379T
J767 DCD

APY 236A
AUJ 654A
CHN 437B

HNB 155D
MFX 514W

CTC 569M
FMW 114J

A137 JSO
A988 WET
ANV 201A
BHW 517A
BPR 681A

KBL 29N
KLJ 320N
LCL 529A
MNH 110K

R618 LVE
T132 MAU
T709 JRL

X358 CDA
X812 MTS
Y623 WFC

OMY 452P
PAO 234P
TSO 370R

NEJ 65R
P598 DUD
PKH 130P
T246 JAL
TGW 105L

M21 GAN

TS18 SON

NUMBERS WANTED FOR CASH

ALL £75

ALL £150

ALL £50

ALL £195

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MILLIONS MORE NUMBERS ONLINE WITH MARKED PRICES

TEL: 0116 235 0116
Gynsill Close, Anstey, Leicester LE7 7AN

53 AA
487 AAA
592 AAE
H15 AAJ

EE15 AAN
AAN 2G
AAW 333

ABB 364M
S333 ABC
S777 ABC

ABF 10
ABH 472C
B741 ABH
AB18 GAL
A836 GAL
A879 GAL
A880 GAL
A858 GAL
804 ABK
24 BLE

AB07 TTS
AB07 TTT
ABO 77T

M100 ABS
G570 ABU
477 ABU

ABW 308C
8169 AC

ACC 894A
ACC 967A

98 ACJ
ACP 5Y
ACR 76V

AE15 HAH
AE15 HAS
AEW 994A
AGU 35T

AGW 146N
AGW 59N

129 AH
10 AHD
AHK 1N
754 AHR
S141 AJL
AJM 481A
AJN 555K
667 AJO
AJZ 16
66 AKT
HAL 4N
414 N

444 LAN
RAL 41N
JOA 14N
444 LAN
P28 ALE

AL18 OYD
ALK 115S
DAL 107T
A11 COT

ALM 274B
463 ALT
R29 ALY
PAM 11D
465 AMJ
AMJ 40L

AMJ 378F
AML 210H
X14 MYX

AP07 NDY
XO09 ANG
AB11 ANG
AN15 EED
ANN 797H
ANN 783H
ANN 934H
ANN 112H
ANP 265A
4784 NT

ANT 153A
ANT 177A
ANV 199A
A417 WAR
M80 ANY
EL15 AOK
AOR 21V
6989 AP
APA 13Y
APE 99T
APP 520J
APP 13S
N20 APS
C1 APX

APY 236A
APY 235A
ARA 95A

ARA 814N
ARA 83A
ARA 122A
ARB 590A
ARC 116R
ARF 80Y

AR15 ONS
AR15 TOV
ARV 523
K18 ASW
741 ATD
ATF 257

AUD 135V
AUD 151V
AUD 145V
F14 AUD
AUD 16J
AUJ 654A
AUJ 677A
AVG 516D
AVG 358S
788 AWA

K600 AWA
AWF 732
AWG 400
720 AWN
P8 AWP
51 AX

AXI 409
83 AXT

AXZ 7476

B1 AAM
G84 CON
BAD 357T
BAD 57T

MG15 BAD
BAG 935S
BAG 909S

K8 ANK
BAR 121K
BAR 121N
BAR 77N
BAR 71N
BAR 123T
BAR 120N
B45 HYK

BBA 570N
B13 SSU
B4 SET

BAS 938
EBA 570N
BAS 11L
BBA 53Y
YBA 73S

8 ATY
8 ATY

LY61 BAV
L22 BAX
J84 YLY
BAY 11Y

A

B

BBC 929B
200 BBD
BBK 69
4444 BC
8888 BC
74 BCE
555 BCJ
82 BCJ
296 BCJ
BDK 85
49 BDL
3333 BE
B6 ATY

F83 RRY
B3 REL

E78 ERY
BER 768V
TBE 57T
EDB 35T
BET 228

8 ETS
2 BET

100 BEV
RJ07 BEX
BF 4210
569 BFM
BGW 19T
9301 BH
BHA 77T
BHO 74R

BHW 526A
BHW 517A
BHW 529A
BIG 8115
BIG 8411
B16 GER
BIG 655
BIG 59

B16 TUM
P81 LLS
BIG 8115
BIL 871
BIL 985
BIL 140
81 MBO

A81 RKE
B12 DEE
B15 CHO
ARB 150N
B55 HOP
T100 BJD
913 BKE
BKN 2T

BKU 460B
KBL 41N
E81 AKE
B115 ETT
BLM 835
BLO 77S
544 BLO
B7 UEY

B13 BMF
T900 BMW
Y840 ONY
VJ52 BMW
KR15 BMW
BNE 15H
BNG 23
830 BNG
BNR 8Y

BOB 805S
562 BOB

BO13 BYO
A10 BOC
UCA 580D
BOD 56Y
M6 BOD
BOL 77S
B60 OTH

BOO 856X
BOO 853X
D8 OOS

SHT 805S
CAB 805S
BOB 805S
MFC 805S
POW 805S
FAB 805S
PEE 805S
REE 805S
ROT 80S
ROT 80S
TAN 805S
SBO 55Y
SHE 80S
TBO 5S

VET 805S
BO55 ERE
BO15 SSS
BOU 108H
BOU 107H
BOW 36N
D80 WES
WWW 80X
WAC 180X
LON 680X
FUM 80Y
EB10 YCE
BOY 1P
5018 BP
7334 BP
8713 BP
3722 BP
BRA 17T
BRA 7T
BRA 77T
BRA 991T
BRA 550K

6 BRC
BRE 770T
BRE 771Y
BRE 11T

BRE 223Y
BRE 35Y
BRE 78Y
BRE 70T

BR18 NEY
FBR 199S
BR18 ANJ
ABR 199S
BBR 166S
GBR 150N
EBR 199S
BR18 AAN
BRK 99Y
996 BRL
11 BRS
BRU 3L

B168 RYN
CBR 750N
BRY 417T
N6 BRY
BTM 92L
368 BTP
321 BTT
BTW 756
31 BTW

S600 BUC
BU65 YOK
CH52 BUG
J638 UND
A18 UNK
K13 URN
TBU 12R
BUR 61S
SBU 12R
B1 JST
PBU 7S

HBU 770N

ABU 7T
CBU 7T

JBU 770N
EBU 7T
BBU 7T

BVG 306E
BVP 190
BVP 629
63 BVT

563 BWD
BYE 51T

5 BYL
XG18 BYS

C 178
CAB 574R
CAB 50N

HU11 CAB
CAB 135H
CAB 805S
CAC 53Y
CAD 50N
CAE 110S
CAL 110W
C411 LOW
BCA 10W
C4 LEL

XCA 10W
WCA 10W
CCA 118W
CCA 116W
CA10 HAN
LE51 CAM

C4 NES
BCA 120L
CAR 185T
C4 REN

CAR 70N
DCA 120L
PCA 123Y
CAR 104T
CAR 14A

CAR 105K
CAR 6N
V8 OAR
CAR 18F

C412 ONS
B555 CAR
VA11 CAR
AA17 CAR
CAR 15N
CAS 11W
CAS 633A
RCA 53Y
CAS 638A
353 CBK
542 CBK
952 CBK
567 CBM
CBW 32V

CCA 665M
CCA 749M
DD11 CCC
536 CCE
401 CCE

CL02 CCL
7996 CD

X358 CDA
299 CDL

CDM 804M
CEA 30Y
CEL 65

E16 CEW
208 CFC

C974 CFG
CG 4844
RCH 45M
RCH 44M
CHA 210T
RCH 41M
RCH 34M
RCH 33M
CHN 430B
C11 OKA
CHO 74L
CHU 88Y
CHZ 140
CIL 7601
CIL 6575
C12 RON
X5 CJJ

545 CJO
CKE 188
CKT 26
2222 CL
TCL 41R
RCL 41R
WCL 45S
C112 VES
T18 CLP
CLU 88S
6666 CM
577 CME
A19 CMJ
COA 77S
COA 57S
V8 COB
G6 COD
COE 693

COL 173R
F13 COM
CON 4V

CON 311V
333 COP
COR 64N
COR 541R
COS 777A
COV 311S
976 COX

COX 576V
COX 792C
COX 31V
CPA 107T

CPE 76
CRA 138L
CRA 16L
CRC 673
CRE 3T
CRE 45T
CRE 4T

CRE 59Y
CR15 PCO
CR17 TAL
CR15 POS
C939 CRU
CSJ 215
CST 89A
CST 91A
CSW 44D
CTC 569M
M5 CTH

C166 VES
CV 9731

CVG 699F
17 CVJ
50 CX

CXZ 4808
CY 5241
CYB 46

CYN 119C
CYN 700

222 DA
7 DAD

M99 DAF
DAH 21T

DA18 SYS

C

D

DA15 YYZ
DA18 SYY
DA15 YOK

DAL 3A
A99 DAL
DAM 8

E897 DAN
OAN 16L
E290 DAN
E859 DAN
DC53 DAN
M25 DAN
D24 NDN
DAR 12T
DAR 7S

D421 ENE
DAV 135N
DAV 3N
DAV 15F
DAW 17T
DAW 54T
G19 DAW
720 AWN
G18 DAW
P80 DAW
529 DAY
DAY 103

DBC 766T
DBJ 49

477 DBM
DBR 23S
J317 DCD
D11 DCK
DCK 94B
DCK 241B
DCM 94Y
7479 DD
2522 DD
8553 DD
DDE 99P
DDE 98P
DDE 96P
DEB 24A
DEB 19S
DEB 501V
DE18 BYX
DEE 41L
DEE 585L
DEE 3L

DE10 NGY
DEL 661T
DEL 128Y
M9 DEL

DEM 953Y
F7 DEN
X7 DEN
G6 DEP
DES 1N
DEV 3Y

EN15 DEV
9074 DF
2986 DF
6044 DF
8422 DF
46 DFC

2733 DG
S200 DGT
DGW 401B
DHJ 880B
DHK 499
D34 BLO
DIL 6646
DIL 4802
DIL 8858
D11 NOF
K88 DJG
DJI 7757
D16 DJN
951 DJU
4859 DK
947 DK
P5 DKG
639 DKH
3333 DL
X61 DLE

DLP 9
DLP 8

DM 6144
95 DM

DMA 873
F20 DMB
G3 DMJ
6462 DN
DN 3754
DNG 34
DNZ 23

DOD 580Y
DOL 781

DOM 513K
DON 63V
DON 42V
DON 54V
DON 875V
DON 39V

B211 DON
454 DOR
DOR 668
DOR 15Y
DOU 6K
DOV 688
DOW 17S
5469 DP
DRE 5S

DRE 64N
DRR 520B
DRS 260J
S90 DRU
K11 DRU
DRV 11K
DS 9305
DSD 44
DSJ 852
K1 DSM
S30 DSR
DSU 378
8908 DT
DT 9695
872 DTP
671 DTT
1 DUB

P598 DUD
P249 DUD
DUR 120Y
DUT 81C
A896 DUX
DUX 203T

45 DVB
DVG 620G
DVG 414G
DVG 569G

H3 DXR
DXZ 6632
60 DYB

DYL 101V
DYW 15

XEA 7X
F8 EAN

EAN 11V
EAN 11S
F6 EAN

M29 EAN
M26 EAN
EAS 153X
JEA 501V
EA54 ANC
GEA 70N
J5 EAT

E

E17 VES
1 EAX
EAZ 7
8 EBC
6 EBH

153 EBK
Y836 ONY

9 ECD
148 ECD
667 ECD

EC11 OES
ECU 805S
EDD 17T
EDD 13Y
EDD 11T
J3 EDD

B16 EDD
EDD 171T
EDE 87R
E6 ENS

EDE 86R
N4 EDH
T8 EDO
EDS 15
EE 9471

EFC 308A
EFC 416
405 EFH

4 EFJ
EFX 343C
L5 EGM
509 EHA
EHD 17
EHL 50

EHN 289H
EHN 328H

63 EK
EKA 750
EKR 4J
EL 67

6284 EL
YEL 476S
LEL 150N
SEL 150N
EL10 TTP
ELL 187T
ELL 4Y

ELL 152J
AO02 ELL

E7 LEB
SEL 50N
ELS 16W
ELU 1S

ELW 15Y
ELY 823C
ELY 107T
EMA 65K
EMA 317X
EMA 53X

EMA 635S
EMA 628F
EMA 67X
EMD 57B
EM18 LYJ
EM18 LYY
EMV 455T
EMV 469T

71 EN
N28 ENN
ENN 73
90 ENR
ENR 38
146 ENR
EOO 10
EPD 59V
EP15 TLE
ERE 3N
ERG 73
911 ES

ESE 536
EST 116D
E551 TON
1306 ET
8361 ET
18 ET

1931 ET
ETA 18

A16 ETA
ETA 7E

BT57 ETA
ETH 310V
F112 ETH
S861 ETT

14 EU
EUI 20

EVE 383
EVO 7V

EVO 124A
V61 EVO

EVR 111M
560 EVT
32 EWD
82 EWS
EX 4191
EXZ 200

7 EYL

455 F
F150 ETH
FAB 118S
FAB 59S

F486 HWJ
F46 ANS
FAJ 53L

FA15 SUL
FA11 RNS
FAJ 56L

FAO 161N
FAO 191N
TFA 12R
FAR 7Y
FAS 77T
FAT 80Y
FAT 138Y
F477 TAH
FAT 33N
FAX 11V
FBR 83
FBZ 27

533 FCG
FCR 888
88 FCX
62 FCY
9229 FD
81 FD
1 FDG

FDV 543T
FE 8195
TFE 4R

F36 ANS
HFE 1N

FLE 517Y
FET 332

FEY 316D
FEZ 3333
FFB 811

FHH 301K
FIL 65

FLE 33T
86 FLF

FL03 RRY
179 FLY
254 FLY
3588 FM
8179 FM

FMA 521F
FMA 525F
FMA 543F

F

441 FMC
FMW 115J
FMW 114J
2641 FN
7553 FN
FON 6L

FOO 71Y
AFO 12D
FOR 883S
FOS 733R
572 FOT

FOW 153X
3 FOY

H6 FPD
L35 FPH

7 FPP
FRO 57T
FRO 661T
FRO 664T
FRO 64T

FR10 NOR
FRY 5V
FRY 5S

NE17 FRY
772 FS

WH05 FTP
FUG 3Y

SFU 110N
FUR 9Y

FUR 70N
FUR 3Y
FUR 12Y
477 FUR

21 FV
13 FV

FVG 798J
FVG 540J
FVG 570J
FVL 177M

19 FY
FYJ 777

5555 GA
174 GAB

GA18 BYX
LSG 41N
T264 JAL

64 LS
GAL 73N

GAM 811N
GAM 3S

A868 GAP
A750 GAP
G4 ROT

GAR 140Y
GAR 1X

GAR 189L
GAR 1D

GAR 501N
GAR 16N
TPG 4S
T6 ASK

GA15 SSS
GCN 254
693 GCR
GCS 141

GDE 444W
GEF 340V
GEF 80N
GEJ 20

AB07 GEM
6 ENS

GEN 77S
AG51 GEO
GE53 RGA
166 ERY
GER 1A
63 RRY
68 GFR

GFX 488D
GFX 411D
GFX 466D
GFX 478D
1001 GG
GGL 273
61 ANT

XG18 BOS
G19 ERT
GIL 15

EG11 LES
PG11 LES
HG11 LES
AG15 ELE
GJI 4728
GJI 94

GJK 608
L40 GJM
S60 GJS
GJY 401
GKC 50
GKJ 85
GL 5918

GLA 231T
GLE 350N
GNH 79B
GNJ 63
GNR 74

GNT 273M
380 GNW
GOB 81L
GOB 58N
GOB 5W

OOO 560D
T260 JAL

90 LF
GOL 81N
NGO 1D
GOL 50N
L8 GON
GOO 1E

GT02 DON
GOR 3Y

GOR 84N
GOV 88W
GOW 9N
GOW 37S

999 GP
28 GP

999 GPA
8 GPR
8 GR

624 CE
GRA 70N
GRA 990N
GRA 713V
GRD 23
ERE 3N

GRE 609N
83 GRE

GRE 169N
GRE 16K
GRE 1N

HGR 33N
GRE 610N
GGR 33N
GRE 50N
GRE 694K
GRE 950N
G11 GRO

6 RUB
GRY 565N
L100 GRY
M999 GSF

GSG 86
GSH 3Y
GSK 337
GSK 741
GSK 535

G

GSL 734
GSU 933
76 GTG

A14 GTO
30 GU
GUI 1

GUN 58N
FG11 PSY
GUR 111T
GUS 74R
456 GUY

GVG 619K
50 GX

T8 GYM
73 GYM

3207 HA
8473 HA
HAB 86N
HAB 18J
HAB 18N
HAB 84S
HAB 40S
HAB 40J
HAG 3E
HAH 11V
HAH 379T
HA17 DER
478 HAJ
HAL 58N
HAL 550N
HAL 4N
HAL 77S

KL15 HAL
HAN 120W
HAN 56N
H417 SEN
J114 NDS

HAP 3N
APY 64A
HAR 19Y
HRT 50N
HAR 81Y
HAR 775Y
VHA 121S
WHA 121S

HAR 7T
HAR 153N
H444 SAN
HA15 NYN
KKH 778N

H4 TAC
GHA 770N
HAT 58N

KKH 773N
HAV 80Y
HAW 50N
851 HBC
HBF 406
HBG 7

HC 5726
HC 7831

HCK 144E
HCT 58

HDS 279G
HDS 733H
HDS 259G

51 HE
MHE 4P
KHE 4P
HEC 5

HED 63N
HEG 50N
HEL 317S
HEL 41V
HEL 31V
HEL 317V
HEN 71N
HEN 70N
HEN 570N
HES 70N
HES 46

HEW 177W
HFZ 600
333 HG
3 HGD

38 HGG
HGU 869J
HGU 866J
ADH 188S
AAH 188S
S111 CKS
200 HKJ
HL 8674
2222 HM
HMF 1

HN 5141
HNB 157D
A14 HND
HNM 5

HO 1234
SA11 HOA
HOB 50W
HOB 85H
HOB 850N
JHO 850N
HOB 85L

HOB 135N
K16 HOB

HOD 635N
HO04 HOG
W33 HOG
LA56 HOG
HOL 7W
HOL 78N
HOL 73N
HOL 70N
HOO 50N
HOO 531N
HOR 58N
HOR 701N
F110 RNE
HOR 702N
HOR 733N
HOR 53N
HOS 541N
HOT 70N

HOV 154W
448 HOV

HOW 477J
HOY 733N
8927 HP
764 HPA
32 HPF

HUG 637T
HUG 35N

HUI 19
HUM 813S
HUM 33R
HUN 7N
HUN 71N
HUP 1N
HUR 57V
144 HUR
HUR 7Y
HUR 57T
HUT 76N
HUT 71N
HUT 701N
WHU 770N
HUT 10V

CHU 770N
605 HUW
HVG 840L
HVK 653C
535 XHW
F461 HWJ
HWW 74T

H

59 JGN
24 JGN
B4 JGR

JGU 698C
JHC 968
8 JHC

JHC 454
M13 JHN
JIL 8866
JJ 5067
G5 JJG
R7 JJG

M55 JJH
R11 JKA
M9 JKC
JKS 48P
JKW 6

S11 JKW
B11 JLR
L17 JLW
JM 8753

JMA 982K
JMB 444C

JMC 51
587 JMP

JP08 JMP
K12 JNS
JOA 14N

57 JO
R2 JAO
JOA 17P

JO64 NNE
JDB 50N

AD17 JOB
C233 JOE
JOE 50E
198 JOE

C796 JOE
92 JOF

JUL 106N
JUL 113N
JUL 333S

5 JUN
JUV 176K
JUX 351D
JVG 867M
2604 JW
JWO 96N

JY 632
JY 9184
JYC 25
JYP 998

KAJ 58N
KAJ 53N
KAJ 69N

KAL 550N
KAR 12Y
KAR 317V
KAR 317P
B17 KAR
KAR 1H
KAS 136
KAS 842
KAS 839
KAS 802
KAS 160

KA15 ARZ
KAT 35V
K14 TEC
KAW 63N
KAY 537V
KAY 83V
N3 KBC
KBD 76

KBL 31N
817 KBM

K

M20 KJS
C911 KJS
KKH 797N

KKR 57
KLJ 357N
B11 KLW
KNV 79N
8 KNW

491 KOD
KOR 12Y
KOT 6Y
889 KOV
9850 KP
KPR 41

KPW 558N
93 KRD
KRG 99

F839 KRM
L200 KRS
KRW 724
7777 KS

KSA 178F
KSC 226D
KSC 224D
KSM 177H

KSP 3
700 KTF
T12 KTH
KTS 91G
90 KTW
67 KU

KUN 189
KV 4505
KWA 83

KWC 688
KYA 51N
K77 KYD
84 KYD
KYL 38K

M31 LEO
M27 LEO
M26 LEO
LEP 84

LES 13R
YEL 377S
LEV 177J
LEV 177Y
LEV 177V

LEW 847H
LEW 307P

8 LEX
MR52 LEY
LFM 427N
LFM 442N

A4 LGB
568 LHA
1 YMO

L154 SAL
H18 LJC
S3 LJO

LKO 555
753 LKP
7777 LM

PH11 LMD
LNB 269
LNH 979
LOC 41X
LOF 4X

LO15 LAX
LOM 45S
LON 680X
LOO 138V
708 LOP
B10 PES

C110 REN
LOR 3R

T132 MAU
MAY 769F
MAY 598P
MBH 31H
MBN 13R
MBZ 3744
9818 MC
MCC 255
MCE 815
12 MCJ

MC17 LRN
MCV 4N

MCW 95G
MCY 92E

MDG 351V
MDM 687G

3511 ME
NME 110R
MEL 70L

MEL 154P
Y31 MEL
A873 MEL
MEL 145P
MEL 15F
LFM 310N
MEN 100M
M23 RCS
MES 53Y
H15 MES
MES 878
MFA 54

MFC 805S
MFF 949
MFO 283

MFX 423G
MGL 976

CW14 MGW
222 MHY
MHZ 8055

MIL 38
MM15 SYE

61 MKL
MKM 72

AR08 MLR
598 MM
740 MM
6728 MM
658 MMG
K8 MMM
F1 MMM

E11 MMM
F11 MMM
167 MMT
T55 MNG
MNG 72L
MNH 78K
MNH 156K
MNN 53D
MOA 72X

4 MOA
MOC 7P

MOE 566X
MOE 333X
985 MOE

MOE 856P
MOE 96P
MOG 9X

MOG 772X
MOG 735X
MOG 884X
RMO 113R
MOL 73N
MOR 73R
MOR 155R
MOR 318Y
M21 GAN
M28 GAN
M24 GAN
MOS 51S
MOS 55S
MOS 5L
MOT 3L

MOV 13X
MOW 1

MOY 124P
6 MPR

N925 MPV
N855 MPV

22 MPY
5555 MR
MRC 51P
MRR 45W
J2 MRT
MSA 27
B9 MSR
MSV 878

MU15 SYN
MUS 114H
MVG 505C
MW 8743
MWC 6P
P1 MWD
MWL 45

SA55 MXR
777 MYC
A5 MYH

B524 MYJ
L555 MYL
MYR 4P
MYR 46X

NAD 99M
921 NAE

R300 NAG
NAJ 18W
NAJ 18P

CJ07 NAL
Y309 NAL
NAN 70N
N934 NAP
NAS 671
NAS 628
NAS 42H
NAS 54R
NAS 70R
N45 EER
NAS 13R

NA15 ARX
NAT 11S
N4 THS

NAV 295F
NAV 300F
NAV 330S
N17 VCD
D18 NAW
N42 EEM
6506 NB

7 NEV
NEW 31P

NEW 574R
NEW 55S
5169 NF

NFC 315S
NFC 309S
NFC 311S
Y32 NFC
N11 NHL
NIB 3333
N25 SAN
NIW 72
NIW 19
NJ 4544
NJ 364

J90 NJP
NJT 469H
NJT 477H
NJW 254P
T15 NJW
2340 NK
7264 NK
NLU 847
89 NM

NMA 975T
NMG 98
805 NNN
95 NNO
NNW 5

NNZ 6237
NO18 BYS
NOB 13X
NOB 80X
NOB 56X
279 NOB

NO13 BYC
NOH 712
NOM 88
JNO 74Y
NOW 938
NPA 910
570 NPE
NRG 71
2222 NS
NS 4570
NS 5603
NSN 7

NSX 368A
K16 NTA

NTG 277P
NTG 269P

D8 NTS
79 NTW

NTW 10P
NUS 7Y
NUT 1E

NUX 210W
NV 9830

X108 NVW

N

5354 NW
L4 NWA
NWT 5
20 NX

NYC 6L
E6 NYC
NYK 5Y
3748 NZ

OAH 495V
OAK 3S
OAK 7M
B1 OAP
H14 OAT
OD 620

ODE 112F
OEU 680J
F914 OFG
OGU 750D
OGV 91M
S2 OGX

OHM 59Y
OLY 268P
OMY 452P
ONE 11H
ONE 7L

A181 ONR
13 ONS

Y814 ONY
OO 2698
OPC 188
OPP 977V
V14 ORR
OT15 SSS

OXI 94

P28 OYD
PAD 63T
PAD 742

PAD 260W
T253 PAD
PAG 33E
PAL 70R
PAL 54W
PAM 2E

PAM 11D
E7 PAM
E5 PAM

PAM 222R
D872 PAM
P999 PAM

PAN 7S
PAO 165P
PAO 105P
PAR 37H
PAR 53L
PAS 5S

PAS 533S
PAT 34M
D735 PAT
A972 PAT
A460 PAT
S121 PAT
PAT 31S
E5 PAT

PAT 18M
E3 PAT

PAT 47M
PAT 11J

PAT 333W
PAT 207

PAU 144R
M70 PAU
PAV 62J
K7 PAY
PAZ 1
PAZ 4
PAZ 6

PBE 39
PBN 822
PCD 667
PCS 81R
L5 PDF

Y791 PDM
PEA 73R
PEE 805S
PEG 555
PEG 5R
PEG 199

PEN 155S
PEN 677S

PEP 3R
PEP 53Y

PER 177N
PER 121N
P357 UNH
PET 73R
RPE 73R
RPE 76R
PET 80Y
P888 PET
2620 PF

X932 PFE
19 PFM
PFN 25S
PG 8016
5695 PG
S6 PGJ
8 PGJ

PGU 903K
5655 PH
PH 5367
PHA 998
748 PHA

RS04 PHD
PHH 57P
P111 LUK
P111 LOK
PH11 LDO
P111 LHY
PHJ 863K
JO56 PHN
PHO 563

SO53 PHS
PHW 29R
59 PHW
PIA 9746
PIJ 3252

PIL 4
PIL 15
PIL 111

PP15 SST
3588 PJ
7461 PJ
PJD 126
655 PJH
PJT 588J
S77 PJW
6248 PK
9217 PK

PKH 130P
693 PKJ
3546 PL
PLA 3R

717 PMA
PMB 890L
P66 PMP
PT51 PMT
PMY 475W

1111 PN
PN 7018
PNC 137

A112 PND
A150 PND
A115 PND

PNS 6
LPO 111Y

O

P

POM 3Y
POM 333Y
PON 66Y
Y879 ONY
PON 245Y
POP 574R
P50 SSH
POT 1N

POT 312S
JU11 POT
POW 805S
POW 311F
2688 PP
4288 PP
482 PPE
807 PPO
N2 PRK

PRO 553R
PRU 783

PSN 690H
PTH 51S
PTH 37S
PTK 90
7 PTS

GPU 113N
PUL 14N
PUL 58Y
A6 PUM
PUT 8R

PUT 71N
PUT 73R
PUT 3R
J2 PUT

6795 PW
PWA 58K
52 PWC
PWN 6Y

PWN 900R
PWU 107P

49 PYD
PYE 653

9498 R
3091 R
6524 R

RA13 BYS
RAE 785G
752 RAE
897 RAE
RAE 636
D15 RAF
RAG 55S
JRA 63N

RA14 HYM
AA66 RAH
RA15 ABS
RAJ 417M
RAM 340H
RAN 386L
RAN 737E
RAP 574R
N936 RAP
L13 RAR
RAS 791
RAS 74S
RAS 916
RAS 914

RAT 113R
RAV 934R
RAV 769X
RAV 276X
RAY 213R
RAY 162M
RAY 93R
RAY 30

RAY 84R
RAY 729N

RAZ 21
RAZ 59
86 RB

RBM 6W
S2 RBS
RC 5807
4444 RC
3 RCA

RCA 316Y
RCA 314Y
RCH 84M
T26 RCH
RCS 18
RD 8371
RD 3197
RDB 3R
751 RDV
Y2 RDW
916 REA

REC 703R
RED 64R
RED 458S
REE 805S

E9 REE
R333 BOK
C181 REF
REG 417X
REY 360S

REY 4T
RFM 824L
RFM 828L
333 RFM

RFX 535W
RG 6659
RG 8305
RG 3805
RGS 3W
RH 30

W3 RHC
RHR 257C
RJG 176G
RJM 112R
6475 RK
267 RKJ
R33 RLT
RMA 498

L333 RMB
207 RML
RMO 415

RMO 112R
Y2 RMP
S3 RNO
RNP 9L

G13 RNS
RO18 YNS
R321 OBO
ROB 83Y
ROB 813Y
P18 ROB

R666 ROD
ROD 53N
ROF 3R

ROG 63R
ROG 33R
ROH 17B
R9 LER
R6 LER

RO11 ELS
ROM 93Y
RO17 LDO

J7 RON
RO17 LDA
RON 843M
RON 581R
RON 586R
Y812 ONY
ROO 793

ROO 173Y
TED 120S
ROW 113Y
ROW 417S

R

ROX 13A
ROY 417Y

RPE 8
RPF 9

RPR 97
RRL 53S
B4 RSH
C5 RSP
K3 RSW
RSY 4L
ERU 8Y
ARU 8Y

RUB 83R
RUB 3R
RUD 4L
RUG 3R
RUG 63R
RUG 504
RUG 8R
RUI 87
RUI 3

G8 RUK
D571 RUP
RUS 683M

LRU 5H
RUS 3L

RUS 31W
RU55 RON
RU55 UNO
RU55 UUL
RU55 WON
RUS 511L
RUS 55E
Y366 RVU

8 RWG
911 RXE
900 RXG
66 RYA

RYK 895
RYL 3S

RYR 728

SA13 AAH
S17 JNA
T254 JAL
SA10 PET
WSA 11Y
C54 LLY
SAL 73R
SAL 556X
SA14 DYA
SAL 985N

SAL 7T
LSA 11Y
SAR 81R
SAR 4M
SAS 50N
SAV 49E

SAV 382M
SAY 3R
SAZ 1

L5 SBC
S339 SBD
S950 SBD
283 SBJ
SBL 40M
4396 SC
SCA 73R
SCA 73P
SCA 119P
SCC 104K
G8 SCN

SCO 713L
SCR 33N
S9 SDP
SDT 2Y
J5 EAT

SEA 820K
M29 EAN
M26 EAN
P555 SED
S55 EEX
M53 LBY
S3 LVO
SEL 50N

SE18 YSX
SER 141S
SET 11S
SET 805S
WE11 SET
SEV 99W
NET 53X
UNE 53X

SO15 EXY
VEG 53X

COO 153X
11 SCX

RUF 53X
SEY 63L

C458 SFE
C410 SFE
S18 SFG
391 SFM
SGN 700
S70 SGT
SHA 1G
SHA 24R
RSH 4W
SHA 66R
SHA 61N
S811 ARA
SHE 412S
SHE 24R
SHE 80Y
SHE 12S
SHE 138Y
SHE 458Y
SHE 12Y
SHH 29

SHT 805S
G511 ORT
SHP 510W
SHR 13Y
SHY 805S
GO51 ANH
MS18 SON
TS18 SON
CS18 SON
GS18 SON
PS18 SON
F51 DHU
SIJ 6373
T251 JAL
T251 JAL
LPR 51M

D951 MON
GS13 NGH
KLJ 351N

62 SJ
JB65 SJB
T888 SJB

OO07 SJM
N9 SKA

SKE 114M
497 SKJ

SKY 419S
SKY 766S
Y19 SKY
DSL 473R
SLA 73R
SLA 93R
SLK 51R

SMA 113R
SMA 127L
SM17 HYT
SM17 HYD
SM17 HYJ
SM17 HYK

S

SMP 635
P8 SMP
SMT 27

R10 SND
S17 OWS
SNP 10
SO 3810
S10 AMS
N504 BYA
UCA 650D
SOE 166
SOE 8Y

T250 JAL
T250 JAL
C5 OLD
SOL 36Y

SON 580Y
Y815 ONY
J652 UND
J950 UTH
SOU 150N
M25 OUL
SOY 3R
SOY 6R
SPE 19R

SP18 ERR
K18 SPM
SPU 12R
SPU 125R
SPU 12M
SPY 80X
SPY 50N
8809 SR
SRL 89M

SS 72
SS 3504

SSG 989P
SSG 95P

SM04 SSM
SSN 691
N25 TAR
M3 STK

UCA 570D
W570 KES
W57 OCK
STO 788F

9 TOP
H57 ONE
F57 OCK

STR 470N
STU 295V
STU 985L

5 TUD
A451 STU
S7 UBS
607 STU
SUB 3R
SUB 84R
SUB 4R

SUB 111A
RE15 SUE
SUE 422R

78 SUE
8025 UE
83 SUE

SU15 SES
K55 SUK
SUL 114N
SW15 SUN
SUS 51R
SUT 78N
SUT 16R
SUT 13R
SV 7757

KSW 413S
5 WP

L88 SWR
SYD 769
L66 SYM
SYM 78
9886 SZ
2536 SZ

SS52 SZS

215 T
TA18 BYS
AK11 TAB

74 BBS
TAF 50N
55 TAG

TAH 533N
TAL 81R
TAL 9R

TAL 131R
TAL 881R
TAL 87R
TAL 181R
TAM 99S
TAN 1K

TAN 14M
TAN 14Y
TAN 170Y
J74 PPA
TAR 44M
TAS 235

TA14 XED
G2 TAX

TAY 116R
TAY 483R
TAY 119R
S48 TBC
TBD 5W
T6 NOL
TEN 77T
TEN 7T
TEN 15

TES 54K
TEX 3R
TFC 4

TFC 489
TFV 1J

TGU 680E
TGW 105L
TGW 134L
T311 RAN
THH 58R
THH 59R

TH18 RRY
X133 THX
THZ 8043
TIA 4216

TIB 8
T188 UEE
TIG 2148
TIG 2149

TIL 15
TIL 3
TIL 7

TIL 6749
71 MMO

CCA 671M
TJA 989R

TJG 48
R13 TJH
97 TKE
TLE 858
550 TM

896 TMK
J6 TMT
59 TN

TNC 94J
TNU 700
TNW 81
85 TO

TOB 813Y
TOB 153N
N901 TOD

TOG 3Y

T

TOL 16Y
TOL 5H

TOM 45N
TOM 45S

CCA 670M
CTC 670M
Y917 ONY
JB15 TOP

9 TOP
TOR 13S
TOS 80X
M8 TOW
32 TOY
TOY 5
TP 926
H3 TPC
290 TPE
TPP 813
TPP 1

4407 TR
7124 CY

TRA 173R
TRD 900

TRE 113R
608 TRE
TRE 5G
TRE 54R
TRJ 444

TRJ 651R
TRJ 638R
TRJ 639R
138 TRK
TRO 73R
TRP 828
TRY 913

TSO 271R
TSP 93
TSV 243
TSV 617
TSY 751
407 TTC
TTM 45

TTU 634H
7354 TU

TU18 BYS
TUD 348
TUD 496
R55 TUH

TUI 6
TUK 1L

TUN 358
T7 USK
TUT 11H
TUT 73R
TVN 68
TVV 86F
8184 TW
5593 TW
TWC 11
L8 TWD
15 TX

60 TXA
TY13 URN
TY15 ONS

TYS 4

6702 UB
66 UC

UCA 596D
12 UD

UDD 874
UDG 83

T286 UEE
UEY 757T
UEY 732L

UGW 456R
R6 ULB

UMM 444R
W5 UMT
5 UMT
UNA 30

J625 UND
G920 UNU
UPP 878R
URU 330
US 6769
59 USA

W29 USA
6 USA

W55 USA
55 UT

UWV 796
240 UXO
UYX 83M

VA 2
VAC 484
VAL 796Y
621 VAL

VAL 769Y
VAM 344D
MCV 4N
VAR 9Y
VAR 641

VA15 EEM
C4 VAU
VAZ 21
VBJ 4

VEA 73S
VEF 316M
VEF 325M
VEN 777T

VFC 99
VFZ 8564
VG 5830

VGV 120R
VHR 973
563 VHW

VIL 4
V15 OME
M527 VJL
M503 VJL
H425 VKU
B603 VLJ
VN 9223
VOB 8S
VON 501
VOR 2T
A14 VPR
V6 VRF
1 VRR
VSD 40
VSL 185

VTE 9
VTK 444
VTT 3S

VUK 35H
49 VWC

VWX 163R

W 7556
WA 842
5013 WA
WAH 10S
WAH 330S
KPW 41N
W4 LSS
WAL 35Y
WAL 35S
234 WAL
WAL 84Y
WAL 83Y
W4 NES

WA14 RAS
WAR 54W
PWA 77S

U

V

W

L4 WBR
WBZ 3

WCG 68
8961 WD
R77 WDA
2089 WE
1589 WE
NWE 8B
WED 1X
WEL 15X
WEL 44N
EPW 35T
AWE 57T

WES 137K
WES 96K
BWE 57T

WES 150K
WES 139K
WES 71T

WES 182K
W377 ONS
A988 WET
WEY 364M
WEY 408M
6449 WF

Y623 WFC
Y633 WFC
WGC 8W
WGE 555

WGU 669F
WGV 59
99 WGX

W115 ONS
WIL 2566

W115 OND
W157 OWS

2484 WJ
WJF 541
WKA 1

A18 WKS
WLF 638M

WLL 4
M777 WLS
WM 7710
WME 101
WMR 187
JWO 81N
JWO 83N
JWO 133N
JWO 94N

MY15 WON
JWO 71N

C911 WOY
WP 4687

5 WP
WPC 690
WPE 1Y
WPJ 9

G117 WPN
G139 WPN
WRA 99S
WRA 9G
WRA 2S
WRA 9S
WRA 7S
WRA 66S
R77 WRE
WRS 75

WRT 93A
WRT 103A
WRV 325L
WSL 283
1 WTS

441 WU
R77 WUK
WUT 100
WV 9957

WWW 80X
80 WXC
70 WXP
90 WXV

20 XE
XEZ 1682
XFO 214X
WH05 XFR
XFX 673B
XGU 928M

50 XGY
567 XJ
J8 XJC
C5 XJS
XLL 409
60 XND

AY52 XPE
XPX 455F
XS 9748

XTU 653E
60 XWA
XZ 1967

YGY 481S
YAL 6S

YAS 511V
KYA 51N
JYA 51N
YAS 4R
YAS 560
YAS 673
YAS 662

YAS 111V
YAS 559

Y455 SAR
YA15 SSR
YGY 477S
YGY 473S

YAX 69
YAZ 412
YAZ 626
YCG 40
YEA 7S
YEL 754

YEL 412S
Y35 MEN
AV15 YES
YGA 919

YGV 138G
YGY 460S

3 YHE
YJI 35

YJT 582M
K9 YLA
R8 LYH

YLM 466
YLP 97

YLZ 3221
853 YMB
YMG 777

H385 YMR
YNU 151S
M155 YOK

YOL 4T
OL17 ORK
F570 UNG
YOU 545V
YPW 649
YRJ 156A
YSL 740
YTG 83

YU15 AFF
YU15 AAF
YU15 AFS
942 YUS
643 YUS
88 YWK
YWL 314
40 YXM

X

Y

8.00am to 8.00pm
7 Days a Week

100 000’s of
numbers available

EFX 396C
FMA 521F
HDS 259G
HVG 840L

KFX 538F
DUJ 245T

H425 VKU
JVG 867M
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ORDER ONLINE: shop.kelsey.co.uk/classiccar
Hotline open: Mon - Fr 8am - 6pm. Please note that these are direct debit offers only to UK addresses. For overseas prices please our website at shop.kelsey.co.uk/overseas. We will send you the next three issues that are published
of your chosen magazine. Payments will then continue to be taken, with you still saving 20% on the shop price and free delivery to your door. There is no obligation to continue to receive magazines, if you contact us after receiving

your second issue, £5 is all that you will pay. A full payment schedule will be sent to you in writing.

CALL: 01959 543 747 OFFER CODE
CLASSIC CAR
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READERS' ADS

FREE ADS
FREE!TO ADVERTISE

 
READERS’ ADVERTISEMENT COUPON

• We reserve the right to refuse any advert.
•  Adverts are published subject to space. Kelsey Media cannot guarantee speci� c issues into which 

adverts will appear.
•  This service is for private advertisers only. Anyone trading more than 12 adverts in a year will be 

regarded as trade.
• Traders please contact the sales person on 01366 728488.
• Kelsey Media reserves the right to edit adverts that exceed the 30 word limit.
• Kelsey Media cannot be held responsible for illegible or inaccurate advert descriptions.
•  Advertisers can include one photograph free of charge. This photo will be published subject to 

space and cannot be returned. Emailed digital photos must be in JPEG format.
• All adverts and images will be kept on � le for a maximum of 6 months.
• Advertisements may appear in other relevant Kelsey Media publications.
•  When submitting an advert, you all assign all copyright of the words and photos to Kelsey Media 

and agree to waive all moral rights in relation to the advert.

•  Kelsey Media’s customer service representatives reserve the right to terminate telephone calls if the 
caller becomes abusive.

•  By submitting advertisements to Kelsey Media you are agreeing to the above Terms & Conditions.
• No other correspondence can be entered into.
• Business Advertisements  (Disclosure) Order 1977. Dealers and traders are reminded that they 
 are committing an offence if readers are led to believe that goods are being offered by a private       

• seller. 
o Tick here to receive email newsletters and offers from Mercedes Driver.
o Please tick here to receive our Classics World e-newsletter and offers.
oTick the box if you are happy to receive this information about other Kelsey publications, events, 
promotions and products that may be of interest to you. 
For further information please refer to our Privacy policy at https://www.kelsey.co.uk/privacy-policy/ 

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE

Make/Model: ...........................................................................................

Year: .....................  Price: .......................... Mileage: .............................

Main Text (no more than 30 words): .......................................................

.................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................

Ad Contact Number: ..............................................................................

Name: ....................................................................................................

Address: ................................................................................................

................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................

Town: .....................................................................................................

County: ..................................................................................................

Country: .................................................................................................

Postcode: ..............................................................................................

Telephone: .............................................................................................

Email (optional): .....................................................................................

PRIVATE ADVERTISERS ONLY MUST SIGN HERE:

(The goods advertised are not offered by way of trade.)

ADVERT DETAILS: ADVERTISER DETAILS:

CATEGORY:          WANTED

VEHICLES PARTS MISCELLANEOUS

FOR SALE 

Email: cars@kelseyclassifi eds.co.uk       

(Lines open Mon to Fri, 10am-4pm, calls cost 65p per 
minute plus network extras. Calls from mobiles and some 
networks may be considerably higher). Service provided 
by Kelsey Media.  For complaints or any queries about the 
premium rate number, please call 01959 543723, available 
9-5pm, Mon-Fri.

Tel: 0906 802 0279 By post
Complete the coupon below and post it to: 
Mercedes Driver Free Ads, 
Kelsey Media, 
PO Box 13, 
Cudham, Westerham 
TN16 3WT

FOR MAXIMUM IMPACT, INCLUDE A PHOTO WITH YOUR AD
Photos are printed free but cannot be returned. We can only accept one advert per reader per issue.
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CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS

 C-CLASS
C4500

2001, 87,500 miles, £4,895 Ono. MoT April 2019. 
Full service history and 19'' wheels. Please call 
07944 957191, Devon.
 1921    

  S CLASS
  SL60 AMG

1997, 155,000 miles, £29,995. Metallic grey with 
charcoal leather. AMG styling including front spoiler 
and side skirts and the correct AMG18 inch bolted 
alloys. Cruise control, heated memory orthopaedic 
seats, electric windows, and naturally air-condition. 
Please call 01798 874477.
 1243 

SL
SL500 CONVERTIBLE POWER

2003, £7,999. Hard top, automatic, power steering, 
electric windows, remote central locking with 2 
keys. Heated/electric seats and alloy wheels. Fitted 
with parking sensors, air conditioning, cruise 
control, air bag, leather interior, ABS brakes and 
stereo. Please call 02380 766870. (T)
 1567 

SLK
SLK

2001, 69,000 miles, £3,899. Convertible, electric 
hardtop, 6 speed supercharge, manual, power 
steering, electric windows, electric seats, full black 
leather seats, cruise control, 18" AMG alloys, multi 
airbags, remote central locking, handbooks and 
manual. Please call 02380 766870. (T)
 1555 

SLK 200K

2008, 70,000 miles, £7,499. One keeper, with 
service history, automatic, power steering, power 
hardtop, electric windows, remote central locking, 
comes with 2 keys, ABS brakes, parking sensors, 
fi nished in benitoite blue/orient beige leather, wind 
defl ector, electric folding mirrors, 5 spoke alloys, 
heated seats, airscarf - neck level heating, 
telephone pre wiring, lots of service bills from 
Mercedes garage, old MoT's and new vehicle 
invoice from new. Please call 07545 703474, 
Hampshire. (T)

SLK 230 KOMPRESSOR

1999, £3,999. 2dr Auto This very genuine example 
SLK Automatic can be fairly described to be in good 
overall condition throughout. 3 former keepers, the 
last private lady owner has kept and maintained the 
car since August 2010. MOT expires March 15th 
2019 with no advisory notes issued on the 
certifi cate. Quality Mercedes convertible ready to 
enjoy over the coming months. Please call 02380 
766870 (T)

SLK 230K CONVERTIBLE

1998, 89,000, £3,999. Service history, automatic, 
power steering, electric windows, power electric 
hood, alloy wheels, remote central locking, also 2 
keys, fully documented history fi le including old 
mot's, invoices and bills for servicing repairs, 
electric roof, fi nished in canary yellow, black 
upholstery, nice looking vehicle. Please call 07545 
703474, Hampshire. (T)

SLK 500

2003, £7,499. Convertible power, hard top, 
automatic, power steering, electric windows, 
remote central locking with 2 keys, heated/electric 
seats, alloy wheels, fi tted with parking sensors, air 
conditioning, cruise control, air bag, leather interior, 
abs brakes, stereo and cd player, this vehicle has 
been owned by vendor for the last 2&1/2 years and 
comes with service history. Please call 07545 
703474, Hampshire. (T)  

  PARTS FOR SALE
PAGODA 113SL
POA. Hard top mouldings, wing & door mouldings, 
sill mouldings (inner & outer), rear panel mouldings, 
“B” pillar chrome caps, door swan neck mouldings, 
calliper repair kits, outer door handles. Please call 
01773 835462, Derbyshire.
 1095 

PAGODA SPARES
POA. Air Louvre chrome grille surround, indicator 
switches (new), headlamps & cover, rear lamps, 
lenses, surrounds, rev counter, fuel gauge (used). 
Please call 01773 835462, Derbyshire.
 1094 

MERCEDES SL TROLLEY
£100-£150. For storage or hardtop, mine was 1997. 
Also Suzuki wagon R engine with drive shafts. 
Please call 07544 244739. 
 1152 
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Words: Sam Mace
Words: Sam Skelton

BRITAIN 
By Benz: Pt 5.

Peter Simpson takes us on a personal trip toward Hastings, 

down Memory Lane 
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L
ondon to Brighton may 
be the most famous route 
from capital to coast, but 
in my view there’s a much 

better one a few miles east of 
the A23, namely the A21 London 
to Hastings road. With roads to 
suit most driving tastes, lots of 
interest en route and an end-
destination that’s ideal for a day 
trip, weekend break or longer, this 
is a drive you really should do.

It’s a significant route in motoring 
history, too. Back in 1909, while 
most people saw motoring as just 
a rich man’s leisure pastime, a few 
far-sighted individuals recognised 
its true potential. That year the AA, 
with strong support from Hastings 
MP Arthur Du Cross, organised 
400 volunteer drivers to convey 
an entire Guards battalion – plus 
arms and equipment -the 60 miles 
from London to Hastings in less 
than four hours. This first-ever mass 
mechanical movement of troops 
by road rather than railproved the 
flexibility and suitability of motor 
vehicles, and was a major landmark 
in cars being officially accepted. 

Du Cross did, though, have a huge 
commercial interest in this. In 1901, 
he’d founded the Dunlop Rubber 
Company and bought 400 acres of 
land in Birmingham which became 
Fort Dunlop. His father Harvey (who 
had been Hastings MP until 1908) 
was also a director of Dunlop Rubber 
and co-owner (with S. F. Edge) of 
the Motor Power Company which 
imported Clement-Gladiator cars 
from France. 

The ‘Guards Run’ was for many 
years commemorated by a London-
Hastings veteran car run, and 
Hastings was also once a regular 
RAC Rally stage destination.  Both 
died out in the 1950s, but two other 
motor events have taken their place.  
Every May bank holiday Monday, 
25,000 motorcyclists descend on 
Hastings in the biggest event of its 
kind anywhere. Then In October, 

Bottom left: 
The Pantiles, 
Tunbridge Wells

the Historic Commercial Vehicle 
Society ‘Sprat & Winkle’ run brings 
historic commercials into the heart 
of Hastings Old Town. 

Your writer first made this 
journey more than 40 years ago, 
in an Austin A35 van. This time my 
transport could hardly have been 
more different. My old mate Rob 
George of King’s Lynn based Anglia 
Car Auctions lent me a rather fine 
5.4 litre E55 AMG W210 (since sold); 
what an understated beast of a car 
and at 350bhp exactly ten times as 
powerful as the A35! 

Back to the route. There are many 
places of interest on the way, and 
Hastings itself deserves at least 
three days. I therefore have little 
room to do much more than name 
most of them, and provide links for 
further research.

From Riverhead - a few miles south 
from the start and just outside the 
M25 – to Tonbridge, you’ve a choice.  
The current A21, built between 1966 
and 1971, is a lovely fast A road which 
rises and falls with the weald and 
North Downs, giving fine views on 
the way down in particular. 

However the old route through 
Sevenoaks and Hildenborough is 
still there – and even retains some 
period A21 signage, even though 
most is now the A225 and the final 
section has been demoted further 

Classic Touring Words and pics: Peter Simpson

"The ‘Guards Run’ 
was for many years 
commemorated by 
a London-Hastings 

veteran car run."

and is nowthe B245. As we’ll see in 
a moment, I recommend a detour 
at Tonbridge via Tunbridge Wells, 
but after you rejoin the A21 a few 
miles south and a short section of 
new dual carriageway, the A21 is 
mainly single-carriageway trunk 
road of a type that’s all-but vanished 
elsewhere. While this is an absolute 
pain for commuters, as a classic 
driving route it’s really rather 
pleasant, though it can get busy on 
bank holidays and July and August 
weekends. 

Starting near the M25...
Start at Polhill, just outside Bromley. 
Thefamous transport café here has 
been replaced by the 7 Hotel Diner 
– a rather nice retro Fifties style 
‘roadhouse’ with a large car park 
and an ideal place to meet if you’re 
planning a drive down in convoy. 
Access Polhill from junction 4 of the 
M25 – follow A21 towards Bromley, 
then turn left towards Knockholt 
station, and you’ll reach Polhill 
after about a mile. This ‘old’ A21 is 
now the A224, and the A21 now 
‘disappears’ under the M25 between 
Junctions 4 and 5. 

The A224 takes you to Riverhead. 
Here, choose old A21 (now A225) 
or new A21 to Tonbridge. Either 
way, there are three good stopping-
off points. First we have Sir 
Winston Churchill’s former home 
at Chartwell, which is exactly as 
Sir Winston left it in 1965 with his 
books and furniture, many items 
of Churchill memorabilia, and 
amazing views to the south. Nearby 
is Hever Castle, childhood home 
of Anne Boleyn where there’s a 
regular programme of special events 
including classic car club rallies/
gatherings. Finally, we have Knole 
Park, near Sevenoaks(National 
Trust).This was built as a palace for 
the Archbishop of Canterbury, but 
given to Henry VIII when it was 
wise for clergy to be in the king’s 
good books, and since 1603 has 



96 Mercedes DRIVER

ENJOYING YOUR MERCEDES

been home to the Sackville family; 
including writer Vita Sackville-West.

Tonbridge itself has a (very) ruined 
castle, and the Rose & Crown is a 
rather pleasant period establishment 
for morning tea. Head for Tunbridge 
Wells rather than back on to the A21 
now, as contrary to its stockbroker 
and commuter town image, ‘The 
Wells’ is definitely worth a visit. 

Waters at the Wells
When you get into town, follow 
signs to the Spa Valley Railway, even 
if you’re not planning to visit that, 
as there’s parking hereabouts (but 
Sainsbury’s carpark has time and 
use restrictions) and the famous 
‘Pantiles’ area is close by. Within this, 
you have the Chalybate Spring - the 
water from which first attracted 
tourists. 

The Spa Valley Railway runs to 
Eridge - about five miles.  Steam and 
‘heritage diesel’ locos are used and 
railway enthusiasts may also want 
to know that the Spa Valley’sbase 
at Tunbridge Wells is the only 
London, Brighton and South Coast 
engine shed still used for its original 
purpose…

From Tunbridge Wells we rejoin 
the A21 via the A264. The short 
distance from here to Kipping Cross 
is new dual carriageway with no 
viable alternative, but after that, 
apart from a couple of bypasses it’s 
single carriageway and little changed 
since the sixties. You can also loop 
off at several places to visit various 
villages. For example, Lamberhurst 
was once a horrid bottleneck, but 
since being bypassed has become 
again a lovely traditional Kent village 
with two inviting-looking pubs. 
Scotney - a ruined 14th century 
moated castle in marvellously 
picturesque surroundings - is at the 
top of the hill out of Lamberhurst. 

A few miles later we cross into 
East Sussex, at Flimwell. Look out 
for the oddly-shaped white building 
on your right; this dates from 1926 

and is one of a small number of early 
filling stations which have recently 
been listed. 

A little further, and on the 
southern edge of Hurst Green, you’ll 
see a left turnoff on a right-hand 
corner that’s signposted Bodiam 
Castle. Bodiam is a ‘classic’ castle 
-  square, round tower at each corner 
and surrounded by a moat. You’ll 
probably recognise it, as it’s been 
used in many films. There are towers 
to climb, battements to walk around 
and look for the ‘period graffiti’. 

Just down the road is the (current) 
terminus of the Kent and East Sussex 
steam railway. There’s no public car 
parking at the station; most people 
use the castle car park (no ‘you must 
visit the castle’ restrictions) and take 

Classic Touring

Top right: 
Hastings Old 
Town from the 
East Hill

a 10-15 minute walk. Unlike the Spa 
Valley which once carried 100 trains a 
day, the K&ESR was always a railway 
backwater and while it’s had to adapt, 
it still retains the feel of a rural branch. 

The Battlegrounds…
The Bodiam road rejoins the A21 
just south of Sedlescombe – a 
pleasant Sussex village – from where 
it’s a straight run into Hastings. 
Alternatively, turn right just past the 
‘Welcome to Hastings’ sign and visit 
Battle, the famous Abbey and the 
most historically significant site in 
Britain where, on October 14, 1066, 
Britain was invaded for the last time. 
To see the battlefield either pay 
to go in Battle Abbey or if you’re a 
cheapskate/in a hurry and happy 
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to glimpse from a distance, take 
the left turn (signposted Catsfield) 
down Powdermill Lane opposite the 
station drive; the battlefield is on 
your right. 

“Powdermill Lane and the 
Battlegrounds” may be familiar; it’s 
a lyric from Keane’s ‘Sovereign Light 
Café’. The band members grew up 
hereabouts; look round and you’ll also 
see Marley Lane and the North Trade 
Road which are also namechecked. 
The Sovereign Light Café itself is on 
Bexhill seafront.

From Battle, it’s six miles (clearly 
signposted) to Hastings. The rest of 
this piece may be slightly lacking in 
objectivity asHastings is where I was 
born and grew up and I still love the 
place. Alternatively, ‘1066 Country’ 
may indeed be one of Britain’s best-
kept holiday secrets. Come and 
decide for yourself. 

I recommend heading for the 
historic Old Town. There’s plenty 
of parking - but payment terms are 
rigorously enforced – and a hill each 
side with and a Victorian cliff railway 
up each. The West Hill lift runs 
mainly through a tunnel and at the 
top there’s a ruined castle, and caves 

Below: xxx

which tourists are told were used 
by smugglers. This probably isn’t 
true though as smugglers used small 
spaces to make discovery harder and 
minimise loss if caught. 

The East Hill Lift is more 
impressive; it seems to almost 
climb vertically, giving unrivalled 
views across the old town and the 
fishing quarter. Unrivalled, that 
is,until you reach the top, and look 
out across the town and sea. The 
Old Town itself has the famous 
beach-launching fishing fleet plus 
lots of antique, junk and ‘curiosity’ 
shops plus the excellent Jerwood 
Gallery of contemporary art. And 
please take time to look around the 
Fisherman’s Museum. 

There’s also a quite important 
car-related ‘thing’ hereabouts. 
Between the Old Town and the pier 
lies the Carlisle Parade underground 
car park. Dating from 1935, this 
was Britain’s first purpose-built 
underground car park, and is now 
Grade 2 listed as a result. You may 
though struggle to actually use 
it – I did this time - as the bays are 
between sold posts and demonstrate 
how much bigger cars are now. 

"Dating from 1935, 
Carlisle Parade car 
park was Britain’s 
first purpose-built 

underground car park, 
and is now Grade 2 
listed as a result."
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And the car…
Talking of Big Cars brings me back to 
the AMG W210 I was using. When 
Rob handed me the keys, I was unsure 
what to expect – it was a car I knew 
little about, though he did say that 
I ‘might be surprised’.  He wasn’t 
kidding. 

To look at, it’s nothing special – 
the larger AMG alloys make it look 
slightly lowered, but that’s about it. 
But within five minutes of taking the 
wheel I knew that I wanted to take 
it somewhere – and as Sevenoaks to 
Hastings is one of my favourite driving 
routes in Britain, I was soon heading 
for the coast. 

There are two ways of making a car 
go faster. One is to tune the standard 
engine to blazes. The other is to fit 
a bigger one. That’s my preferred 
route – less stress - and essentially 
what happened here, though needless 
to say much else was also changed/
upgraded to suit. 

The AMG W210 works, too. I’m not 
really a fast driver and therefore top 
speeds aren’t massively relevant, but 
power is still handy. While in Hastings 
I headed East for a shortish circular 
trip taking in Fairlight, Winchelsea 
and Rye – as locals will know this 
includes two very significant hills with, 
incidentally, fantastic views if you go 
out via Fairlight and back on the A259. 
Both are definite second-gear jobs in 

most cars, but the AMG W210 tackled 
both as though non-existent – it was 
the first time I have EVER accelerated 
when climbing Fairlight’s Battery Hill 
or the A259 over Bachelor’s Bump.

Saying this car reminded me of 
an extremely well-executed home 
conversion probably sounds like I’m 
belittling it. I’m not. Proper conversions 
take huge amounts of time, effort and 
skill, and they’ll also usually be lots of 
‘ongoing development’, but eventually, 
the car will be right in every respect.  
That is precisely what we have here – it 
all works very well indeed together, 
with the added reassurance of being 
designed and put together by people 
who really knew their stuff. Absolutely 
superb! 

Classic Touring

Things to see 
TRANSPORT AND SIMILAR INTEREST 
Kent and East Sussex Railway 
www.kesr.org.uk  01580 765155 
Spa Valley Railway, Tunbridge Wells 
www.spavalleyrailway.co.uk   01892 537715 

GENERAL INTEREST 
Bodiam Castle
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/bodiam-castle    
01580 830436 
Chartwell
www.natonaltrust.org.uk/chartwell   01732 868381 
Hastings Fisherman’s Museum
www.ohps.org.uk     01424 461446 
Hastings Jerwood Gallery
www.jerwoodgallery.org   01424 728377 
Knole Park 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/knole   01732 462100 
Scotney Castle
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/scotney-castle   
01892 893820

TOURIST INFORMATION 
Battle
www.battle-sussex.co.uk   01424 773721 
Hastings
www.visit1066country.com  01424 451111
Tonbridge
www.tonbridgecastle.org   01732 770929
Tunbridge Wells 
www.visittunbridgewells.com   01892 515675

"Saying this car 
reminded me 

of an extremely 
well-executed 

home conversion 
probably sounds 
like I’m belittling 

it. I’m not.."



KIM CAIRNS - Established 1972
Quality is remembered long after price is forgotten

FINANCE CAN BE ARRANGED ON ALL OF THE ABOVE

MERCEDES 320SL Finished in immaculate brilliant
silver with unmarked black leather and black hood
ONLY 51000miles from newwith a full service history
and old MOT certificates and invoices to confirm the
very low milage. Very hard to find low milage and
very looked after SLs like this one ...............£13,995

1981 MERCEDES 230E AUTO Only one owner and
57,000 miles. Finished in immaculate Taigu beige
with tan interior. Spec includes Auto Transmission
and Power Steering. Very hard to find low milage and
one owner 123 Mercedes in this condition. ..............
......................................................................£12,995

1991 MERCEDES 190E 1.8 AUTO Finished in
Smoke Silver with unmarked brown interior. Factory
sunroof, lovely unmolested example. Only 65,000
miles and Full Service History. ........................£6995

2001 MERCEDES 500 SEL Only 52,000 miles and
mint condition, finished in silver with black hide.
Full spec car including dual climate control, sun
roof, electric seats including rear seat, black nappa
leather. Full Service History. Very hard to find a better
one...................................................................£7995

2003 MERCEDES-BENZ 350 Finished in dark blue
metallic with light beige leather interior. 91,000 miles
with a Full Mercedes Service History. Very high spec
car with AMG Alloy wheels and Panoramic roof.
........................................................................£9,495

1980 MERCEDES 380 SL Finished in it’s original and
immaculate Thistle green with unmarked green cloth
trim. Comes with Hard top, Soft top electric windows
andMexican hat alloys. Just about to turn over to 44,000
miles. Full service history and MOTs etc. Summer use
car only and totally original. Any inspection welcome.
Will satisfy the most discerning buyer. .............. £36,995

2014 (63) MERCEDES-BENZ C CLASS AMG C63
AUTO COUPE Stunning high performance car.
Finished in black with full leather interior. Comes
with a Full Service History, 2 pervious owners and
ONLY 18,500 miles. Panoramic Roof, Full Leather,
Navigation System and AMG Styling. Superb looking
car!.................................................................£28995

1968 MERCEDES 250 SE Finished in immaculate
Mercedes classic white with red MB Tex Trim. The
car was imported from Botswana in 1998 by a titled
gentleman who we purchased the car from in 2008
and looked after the car since then. The car is in
immaculate condition, rust free and original. NOT
MANY LIKE THIS..........................................£19,995

2000 BMW Z3 3.0 Finished in titan silver with
black leather sports seats. With lots of Schnitzer
modifications, including Schnitzer front bummer,
17inch Schnitzer wheels, Schnitzer exhaust system,
Schnitzer handbrake and Schnitzer gear knob.
98,000 miles with a Full Service History. ........£8995

1966 VOLVO AMAZON 1225 This time Warp car has only
covered 18,000 miles since new. The first owner, an elderly
gentleman, had the car for 40 years and only covered 11,500
miles. Finished in Graphite Grey with red trim, the interior is in as
new condition and retains plastic covering on the rear door cards
and B posts. The body has never had any welding and is in a truly
time Warp Condition. Best one on the market! ...............£23,995

2002 MERCEDES CL500 Finished in light metallic
blue with grey hide, immaculate unmarked car
very high spec 89,000 miles with Full Service
History. SUPERB LOOKING AND DRIVING CAR,
EXCEPTIONAL VALUE. ...................................£7995

2015 (15) MERCEDES-BENZ C CLASS C250
AUTO ESTATE This lovely well cared for Mercedes
is finished in silver with Artico leather interior. Comes
with a Full Franchise Service History, 2 pervious
owners and 40,000 miles. High Spec car with
Navigation System, Panoramic Roof, Bluetooth,
AMG Styling and much more ........................£18995
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